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To Juxe 18, 1692. 


BENJAMIN GERRISH. 

Only six days after the death of Mr. Veren 
the court passed an order that Mr. Bartholo- 
mew Gedney,* who was one of the judges, 
should act as clerk pro tempore till a new clerk 
On the 24th day of June, 
1684, the judges had agreed upon 


should be chosen. 
sSenjamin 
Gerrish as a proper person, and he was accord- 
ingly appointed clerk, and at once assumed the 
duties of that office. 

Mr. Gerrish was the son of Capt. William 
Gerrish of Newbury,t who came hither from 
Bristol, England, about the year 1640, and 
settled in Newbury, where he was sent as dep- 
tu 
He 
the widow of John Oliver, 


uty to the General Court, and appointed 
other important civil and military offices. 
married Joanna, 


* Gedney afterwards became the first Judge of 
Probate for this county under the Province Charter, 
and a sketch of his life will be given in the proper 
place. 

+ Newbury and Salem Records, also Derby’s Mss., 
for all the family history. 
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‘will of Walter Price of Salem. 


r, 1S6O. 


(No. 5- 


| in 1645, and became the founder of a family 


which properly assumed a feading position 
among the best families of the Colony. 
Benjamin was the fifth, in a family of ten 
children, and was born January 13, 1652-3. 
Of his early life and edueation, like that. of 
most of his cotemporaries, it is impossible tu 
learn anything of importance. As early as 
16074 he appears as asubscribing witness to the 


He 


married, 


| October 24, 1676, Hannah, the daughter of 


John Ruck, a man of note, who lived on the 
shure of a cove now filled in and ealled 
street. 


Creek 
His first wife died June 25, 1685, and 
he married Ann Paine on the 12th of Novem- 
ber following. Ilis second wife died in 1695, 
and September 24th, the next year, he married 
Elizabeth Turner. He had four children by 
his first wife, five by his second wife, and tw: 
by the last.* 

Admitted a freeman May 11, 1681,f Mr 


Gerrish was,jon the 16th of the next February, 
appointed Naval Officer of the port of Salem, 
and to enforce the Navigation Acts; 
7, 1684, he Mr. Hilliard 
collector of powder money. On 


day that he was made clerk of the court be 


and May 
succeeded Veren ius 
the same 
was sworn in as clerk of the writs for the town 
of Salem. 


troubles which ushered in the 


He acted as clerk till the politica! 
governments of 


Dudley and Andros had rendered the eourts in- 


* Derby’s Mas. 
+ Col. Ree 


¢Salem Court Ree. 
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efficient, and finally closed their sessions for a 
season .* 

Edward Randolph had, in October, 1683, 
brought over from England a writ of Quo 
Warranto, summoning the Colonists to appear 
before His Majesty’s High Court of Chancery, 
to show by what right they claimed and exer- 
cised their corporate functions. 
appearance being made, in the opinion of the 
judges, they, on the 18th of June following, 
decreed against the company and adjudged the 
Colonial Charter forfeited. 
eree was not long in finding its way to New 
England, where, of course, it had the effect 
of embarrassing judicial proceedings, especially 
after July 2d, 1685, when Edward Rawson, 


the Colonial Secretary, received a formal copy 


of the judgment. 


The Colonists were thrown intoa state of 


great excitement by this adjudication of a tri- 


hunal supposed to be in the interest of persons 


lisposed to wrest from them their lands and 


iffices ( 


f government; and from the South 
Shore to the Saco there was much discussion 
und diversity of opinion as to the proper course 
to pursue in this emergency. In some places 
1 disposition to acquiesce in the decree and to 


vecept a new charter from the sovereign pre- 


vailed, and had the effect to stop judi rial ac- | 


tion in the courts at once, as without warrant. 


In other places the courts continued to sit for | 


i longer period. The demise of the Crown 
ind the accession of James IT, happening about 
this time, served to protract this delay of jus- 
tice and to still further complicate political 
matters till May 15, 1686, when Joseph Dudley 
arrived with a commission of President over all 
New England, which was published ten days 
rfter. 

President Dudley immediately set about re- 
forming the judicial system of the Colony, re- 
verving, by virtue of his commission, the juris- 

*Atthe June Term, 1685, John Appleton, the 
clerk at Ipswich, came in and finished the term which 
Gerrish had commenced. It was about this time that 
Mr- Gerrish’s first wife died. 


No sufficient | 


News of this de- | 


| diction over matters of probate to himself and 


| his council. An Inferior Court of Pleas and 
| General Sessions of the Peace was erected in 
| place of the old Quarterly Court, to which, for 
| Essex County, Stephen Sewall and John Ap- 
| pleton were appointed clerks, September 28, 
1686.* 

Sir Edmund Andros succeeded Dudley on 
the 20th of December of the same year, (1686) 
and still further remodelled the courts. But 
Mr. Stephen Sewall seems to have been the 
acting clerk in Essex County during the ad- 
| ministrations of both Dudley and Andros.+ 
Mr. Gerrish, during this period not only lost 


his clerkship but was superseded as officer of 
the customs by Thomas Offley.f 
pointment received by him during this time, 


The only ap- 


| that Lean discover, was with two others to 
‘‘take account of births and deaths.§”’ 
But James I was forced to abdicate in 1688 


in favor of William, Prince of Orange, and his 
consort, Mary; the fame of which, reaching 
New England,incited the Colonists to rebellion 
Led on by the clergy and others of the old ar 
| istocracy, the people rose, April 18, 1689, seized 
{and imprisoned Gov. Andros and some of hi: 


* Essex Ct. Ree. in Clerk’s Office. 


¢ lt is commonly said that during the administra 
tions of Dudley and Andros all probate business wa 
assumed exclusively by the Governor and Assistants 
or Council. This is not so; since the reeords of th« 
County Court in Essex show at least one case, and 
the files several more, in which the estates of de 
ceased persons were settled by the Courts of Pleas 
during that period. What was the precise limit of 
the jurisdiction claimed and exercised insuch matters 
by the Governor and Council I have, from the sear 
city and insufficiency of historical records, been un 
able to determine; but it is probable that estates 
above a certain value were administered by the Gov 
ernor, in virtue of his prerogative, and all othe 
left to the County Courts—or at least that thes« 
courts were specially authorized to act in such cases, 
See Essex Probate Records and files, Will and In 
ventory of Charles Browne, Sept. 14, 1687, and sex 
Vol. 3, page 74, Prob. Ree. 
| ¢ Felt. 
| § Council Records, temp. Dudley 
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retainers, and, recalling the venerable Simon 
Bradstreet to the office of Governor, and the 
vld assistants and the deputies elected in 1686 


to their respective places, proceeded as leyiti- 
mately acting under the old charter. 

The courts now re-commenced their sessions 
as under the old charter, and Andros’ courts 
were in turn superseded. November &, 1689, 
the judges, having reappointed Gerrish to the 
clerkship of the Salem Court,* ordered Mr. 
Sewall to give up the books and papeisto him. 
This, Mr. Sewall refused to do, but yielded on 
reciving an order from the Governor and Assis- 
tants. Mr. Gerrish continued to actas clerk till, 
ifter the arrival of the Province Charter, the 
present Probate Court was, on the 18th of June, 
1692, establisbed in each county, and the oth- 
er courts were again remodelled. 

After the revolution Mr. Gerrish resumed his 
offices in the customs. April 20, 1680, he was 
tpp inted to receive fees for entries and clear- 
ances.t April 24, 1689, he was empowered to 
receive of Thomas Offley all bonds, money and 
gunpowder. These offices he probably held till 
his death. He also held other offices. June 
10, 1689, he was appointed ‘‘clerk of the writs 
at Salem till some one is chosen in his place.” 
August 20th, he was appointed one of a com- 
mittee to take the names of persons come from 
the eastward. November 23, 1691, he and 
Sewall are allowed money to distribute to sick 
ind wounded persons from the eastern war. 

Like Mr. Veren, his predecessor, he was a 
member and afterwards deacon of the First 
Church in Salem.$ 

At one time he owned a warehouse on Win- 
ter Island, which he bought of that famous 
Quaker, Thomas Maule, who built the house, 
which stood in all its original quaintness till 
torn down to give place to the elegant man- 


sion of the Messrs. Curwen on Essex street.! 


* Council Records 1689, Sec’y State’s Office, Boston. 


t Col. Rec. in Sec’y’s Office. 
t Ibid. 

§ Derby’s Mss. 

|| Essex Deeds. 
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Mr. Gerrish lived in the old house occupied 
by Mr. Benjamin Brown, on the corner of For- 
rester and Essex streets. This, while he was 
officer of the customs, became the Custom 


' House, and some of the original records remain 


there to this day, in the possession of Mr. 
Brown.* 

Mr. Gerrish died April 94, 1713,+ and is de- 
scribed in his will as a merchant.[ He was a 
faithful, accurate and laborious clerk and 
very legible penman. His chirography, and 
that of his cotemporaries, clearly indicate the 
period of transition from the old chancery hand 
to the modern running script 


IPSWICH COUR 
It will be remembered that the act establish- 
ing the Quarterly Courts in 1686 provided for 
The m 


four sessions annually at Ipswich 
istrates app ‘inted to hold the Ipswich Court 
were Mr. Dudley, Mr. Dummer, Mr. Brad 
street, Mr. Saltonstall and Mr. Spencer 

This court, like the Salem court, undoubted 
ly organized and commenced its labors forth 
with, though no regular records are presery 
till from the year 1646.) On the 3Ist day 
March, that year, Mr. Robert Lord appea 
ws clerk, and the records thenceforth in regular 
order, are still existing in the handwritin 
the re Sy etive clerks, bi grap! ! 


llow in this artic 


wh ith fi 
It is perhaps proper, here, to say th 

original act instituting the Quarterly 

was modified June 2d, 1641, so that four Qt 


terly Courts were to be held at Ipswich 


Salem by all the magistrates of tt th 
places, who, sitting together, had at nlare 
* For these facts Lam indebted to Penjamin |} 


Browne, Esq., a descendant of Gerrish. 

+ Derby’s Mss. 

t Probate Office. 

§ In the Norfolk records frequent reference is ma 
to the doings of the Court at Ipswich at a date muc 
earlier than the first Ipswich record. And in th 
registry of deeds Mr. Symonds records some doin 


of that court as early as 1639. 
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jurisdiction. The March and September terms 
were held at Ipswich, and the June and De- 
cember terms at Salem, at first, but the last 
term was afterwards changed to November, on 
account of the difficulty of travelling at a later 
season. 

The act of 1641 provided that no jurors 
should be summoned from Salem to Ipswich, 
nor from Ipswich to Salem. But the clerks of 
these courts exchanged duties occasionally for 
mutual accommodation or at the command of 
the magistrates. 


We commence, then, with 
[Sert. 1686, ro Ave. 21, 1683. 
ROBERT LORD. 
Mr. Lord was probably son of the widow 
Katherine Lord,* who came to Ipswich with 


her son in 1635, or earlier. Robert was born 


in England about 1602 or 3, where he married 
Mary Wait about the year 1630. 

In 1635-6 (March 3d, O.S.) he was made a 
freeman of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, 
and was chosen a deputy to the General Court 
March 12, 1637-8, when he was immediately 
appointed on a committee to raise a levy of 
£1500 for the use of the Colony. He after- 
wards served on other committeess for the pur- 
pose of fixing the boundaries of contiguous 
towns and private lands in Essex County, which 
indicates his probable knowledge of surveying. 

In Mareh, 1648, the General Court, having 
five vears before erected the old couuty of Nor- 
{ Wk, established therein a court and appointed 
the first sitting to be held at Salisbury on the 
last ‘Tuesday of the next month, by certain 
ustices named, who were, some of them, of the 
To the office of clerk of this 
‘-ourt Mr. Lord was appointed, and continued 
to hold till the 24th of April, 1649, when 


Ipswich Court. 


*'This is Mr. 


reasonable 


Felts supposition, and it appears 
There were several of the same name 


vtewporaries, and it is very difficult to distinguish 


i 






‘ juently one from another. There were Robert 
Lord, junior, and Capt. Robert Lord of the ship 
George, and a Robert Lord who arrived with his 
father, Thomas Lord, in 1635, aged nine years— 
neither of whom was the clerk. 


} 


he was succeeded in this office by Mr. Thomas 
Bradbury, who was then chosen recorder, but 
seems to have performed all the duties of clerk. 
In June, 1658, it will be remembered,Mr. Lord 
acted as clerk at the Salem Court during the 
absence of Stileman and before the appoint- 
mont of Veren.* March 27, 1649, Mr. Lord 
was appointed sealer of weights and measures 
for Ipswich. March 30, 1652, he is empowered 
by the magistrates to ‘‘issue all executions in 
civil and criminal cases.’’ August 22d, 1654, 
he is appointed searcher of coin. 

In addition to the above named offices,he was 
many years Marshal or Sheriff of the Ipswich 
Court, and was succeeded in this office by his 
son Robert, March 27, 1660. He was also 
clerk of the writs and a member of the church, 
though I do not find that he ever held any 
high post in the militia, which in those days 
was considered almost indispensable to a pub- 
lic officer. 

Mr. Lord wrote a very legible but not fluent 
hand.t 

He died very suddenly while seated in his 
August 21, 1683, and 
lies buried in the old High street burying- 
ground in Ipswich. 


His last entry was July 13, 1683. 
chair, on or before 


His wife, with whom he 
had lived nearly fifty-three years, survived him, 
and also eight of his children, from one of 
whom two Registers of Probate, viz :—the late 
Nath’! Lord, and bis son, Geo. R. Lord, Esq., 
are descended. 
Avg. 21, 1683, ro Aprit 18, 1689. 
JOHN APPLETON, Junior. 

On the death of Mr. Lord the judges, who 

were at Salem, passed the following order :— 


*Sce ante Stileman. 

+ Mr. David Pulsifer of Boston, who is an author - 
ity in such matters, relates a tradition of undoubted 
accuracy, that one of the early provincial judges, 
hearing a lawyer in court flippantly condemn the 
chirography of a deed, called for the paper, and find- 
ing it to be in the handwriting of Lord, burst into 
tears, exclaiming, ‘‘why, this is the hand of Mr. 
Lord—I knew him well—it is the good old London 
print!” 









































Salem, August 21, 1683. Whereas it hath 


pleased God to remove by death Mr. Rob’t 


Lord sen’r, who was clarke unto the county | 


court of Ipswich alsve clarke of ye writts and 
considering the necessity of appointing some 
meet person to officiate in these services we doe 
hereby appoint and power Mr. John Appleton 
Jun’r thereunto and doe hereby order that ve 
bookes of Records with all other writtings that | 
hath relation thereunto be delivered unto the sd | 
Appleton, who is hereby desired and Lmpowered 


to grant attachments and alsoe coppies of Ree- | 


ords and other writtings according tu ye direction | 


of ye law unto clarks of Courts et unto such per- 
persons as shall have ocation and so to continue 
untill the next County Court held at Ipswich, 
when further order may be taken in the matter. 
Wittiam Browne, 
Bartuo. GEDNEY, 
SamMueEL APPLETON, 


{ Assistants. 


Ver Copia as is on file and order’d to be re- 

cor’d. 
Attest, Jxo. AveLeron, Cleric). 

This appointment of Mr. Appleton was con- 
firmed on the 25th of September following, 
when he was sworn in and commenced his la- 
bors regularly as clerk. 

Mr. Appleton was born at Ipswich, October 
17, 1652, and was the son of John Appleton, 
who suffered imprisonment during Andros’ ad- 
ministration for refusing to pay certain taxes, 
on the ground that where there was no repre- 
sentation there could be no legal taxation ;* 
and who had been a deputy to the the General 


Court,t and occupied various high positions in | 


the militia and in the civil government. 


The ancestry of Mr. Appleton were of Little 


Waldingfield, in the County of Suffolk, Eng- | 


land, which was the birthplace of Jobn’s grand- 
father, Samuel, one of our earliest settlers. 
* The author of the “Appleton Memorial” ex presses 
I 
am inclined, for various reasons, to follow the gene- 
eral opinion that it was the father. 


a doubt whether this was the father or the son. 


+ Gov. Hutchinson says, erroneously, an assistant. 
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fae : scampi? 
| There they are readily traced back to the thir- 
| teenth or fourteenth century.* 


Mr. Appleton was married, November 23d, 
| 1681, to Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the Rev. 
John Rogers, the fifth President of Harvard 
College, and had by her five or six children; 


one of whom, Margaret, became the wife of 
President Holyoke, and the mother of the late 
Dr. E. A. Holyoke, the centennarian. Anoth- 
er child afterwards 
register of probate in this county for several 


was Daniel, who was 


years. 


| On the 30th of March, 1683, Mr. Appleton 
| was chosen Lieutenant of the 2d foot company 
in [pswich, and afterwards rose to the rank of 
Colonel of a regiment. October 4, the same 
year, he was one of the feoffees of the Ipswich 
July 29, 1684, Mr. Apple- 
ton was succeeded in the office of clerk of the 
writs by Mr. Thomas Wade. June 30, 1685, 
it will be remembered, he acted as clerk at Sa- 
July 21, 
1685,¢ he was admitted a freeman of the Colo- 
September 28, 1686, heand Stephen Sew- 
all were appointed under Dudley, clerks of the 


(irammar School. 


lem during the absence of Gerrish. 
ny. 


| new courts for this county; and the same day 
| he was appointed, with two others, to take ac- 
count of births anddeaths. August 23, 1687, 
| he appears to be town clerk—this was during 
In 1697 


represented Ipswich at the General Court, and 


the administration of Andros. he 


was a member of the council most of the time 


from 1698 to 1722 inclusive. He was also, for 
several years, County Treasurer. 
On the 23d of October, 1702,f he was ap- 


*See memorial of the descendants of Samuel Ap- 


pleton, published in Boston. 

+ Savage says, 1682:—There were two admissions 
of John Appleton in that year, one in May and the 
other in October—which the accurate compilers of the 


index to the published edition of the Col. Ree. have 


* John, jnnior, was admitted as above. 


marked ‘his 

¢ Prof Washburn makes his appointment to the 
Probate bench to take place after his removal from 
the C, C. He 


pointed as above, and his biograpber’s error may 


Pleas. This is inaccurate. Was ap- 
































pointed by Governor Dudley, Jupce or Propate 
This office he held till his 


death, a period of thirty-seven years ;* during 


for Essex County. 
all which time, it is said, no appeal was ever 


taken from his decisions.t 
pointed Chief Justice of the Court of Common 


In 1704 he was ap- 


Pleas for Essex County, but was removed in 
1732f by Governor Belcher, on account of his 
The office of 


judge of probate, we have seen, he still retained, 


great age and incidental failings. 


—an office of less importance, inasmuch as the 
principal part of the labor fell upon the regis- 
ter—the judge having little more to do than 
vecasionally to affix his signature to blanks, or 
prepared documents. 

ile acquired considerable property, and his 
house was hospitably thrown open for the en- 
Thus 


in 1716, Gov. Shute, on his way to New Hamp- 


tertainment of distinguished strangers. 


shire, was the guest of Mr. Appleton; and so 
at different times were meinbers of the clergy, 
with whom, from the orthodoxy of his religious 
sentiments, his wealth, position and upright 
life, he was held in high esteem. 

He died on the 11th day of September, 1739, 
Eulo- 


occasion 


full of years and loaded with honors 
vistic seTinohs were delivered on this 


by the clergy—two of which, from the emi- 


have sprung from the fact that freqnently, on a 
change of governors, all inferior civil oficers were 


re-appolnted or removed by the new incumbent. See 


Council Records, in Office of Sec’y State, Boston. 


* Felt, and others after him, say twenty years; yet 
it is clear that he held uninterruptedly for thirry- 
seven years. 


+ This is pot se. Since the above written I 


have had the curik sity to make some examination to 


wus 


see if this statement—made on good authority, (see 
(ienealogical Register of the Rogers family—a very 
laborious work by our townsman, Augustus D. Rog- 
ers, E-q.—and other biographies of Appleton)—had 
any foundation in fact. I find, without going fur- 
ther, the appeal of Ebenezer Stevens of Andover, 
taken from the decree of Judge Appleton on the 
probate of the will of Capt. Benj. Stevens of Ando- 
The date of this appeal is July 6, 1730. 


t Washburn. 


ver. 
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nence of their authors and their supposed ex- 
cellence, were printed and have been preserved. 
These were by the Revs. John and Nathaniel 
Rogers. 

Mr. Appleton was a superior clerk ; his chi- 
rography is bold, legible and flowing. He was 
the first clerk whose style of penmanship is 
distinctively modern. 

As a judge, he occupied a place which is the 
connecting link between the ancient looseness 
of practice and the modern formal and exact 
method. Sir Edmund Andros had the 


credit—I know not on what satisfactory au- 


has 


thority—of introducing tho existing forms of 
probate proceedings ; bnt certain it is that these 
forms have most of them crept in by slow de- 
grees from the adoption of the Province Charter 
to the present time—insomuch that the system is 
still incomplete and silently changing. During 
Judge Appleton’s time apparently much was 
done to regulate the practice of the conrt and the 
registry. It was during this period that the first 
printed blanks were used for records ; and an at- 
tempt was made for the first time to record letters 
of administration ,of guardianship, and the like. 
Phis was continued fora few years, but was 
abandoned under his successor, Judge Berry, 
and not resumed till the appointment of Judge 
Daniel A. White, in 1815. 

Mr. Appleton’s wife survived him and died 
at Ipswich, March 13, 1754,aged 91 years.* 


Aprit 18, 1689, ro June 18ru, 1692. 
THOMAS WADE. 

The political disturbance incidental to the 
revulution of 1689 extended to the judicial 
courts, and so embarrassed them that they did 
not at once commence their sessions, notwith- 
standing it was voted by the General Court, as 
early a8 the 4th of July that year, that all 


courts of judicature should be open as formerly. 


*Felt and Washburn have it that Mr. Appleton com- 
manded in the expedition against Port Royal, N.S 
in 1707. 


I think this must have been Samuel Ap- 
pleton, his cousin. In this opinion I am confirmed 


by Savage. See Genea. Dict. 

































Hence, perhaps, it is that | find no record of a 
court at Ipswich after the revolution, till some- 
time after the Salem Court commenced. Benj. 
Gerrish at first acted as clerk at Ipswich, till 
March 25, 1690, when Thomas Wade was cho- 
sen clerk, and the terms thenceforth continued 
as formerly. 

Thomas Wade was born at Ipswich in 1650. 
His father, Jonathan Wade, who immigrated 
from England, being one of the wealthiest men 
in the Colony. 

Mr. Wade was married to Elizabeth Cogs- 
well, February 22,1670. She bore him at least 
nine children, who, with their mother, survived 
him. One son was killed battle 
with the French in 1697, and another drowned 
at sea in 1702. 


at sea Ina 


Mr. Wade was chosen clerk of the writs, July 
29, 1684. 


tain of the Ipswich troop. 


July 8, 1689, he was chosen cap- 
May 6, 1602, with 
John Appleton, he is empowered to settle a 
minister at Newbury, 1692, he is 


appointed a retailer of liquors without doors— 


July 26, 


an occupation much sought after by the lay aris- 
tocracy of that time, indeed, [do not remember 
a half dozen public officers of note during the 
Colonial period who were not ay plicants for 
inkeepers’ or retailers’ licenses. Rum-selling 
was then,as now, a profitable business, and not 
then, as now, disreputable. 

After the arrival of the Province Charter 
Mr. Wade sat in the General Sessions of the 
Peace till his death. 

On the 5th of April, 1696, he received orders, 
as Colonel of the Essex Middle Regiment, from 
Lieut. Gov. Stoughton, to call out his men 
the This 
probably his last public service, as on the fourth 


against French and Indians. was 
day of the 1ollowing Oetober he died, at the 
early age of forty-six years. 

As a clerk, he was tolerably eorrect, and an 
excellent penman. His official term was yery 
short, and the business done during that time 


comparatively unimportant. 
He was, I believe, an ancestor of Col. Na- 
thaniel Wade, who was called by Washington 
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to the command of the garrison at West Point 
immediately after the defection of Benedict 
Arnold, and who was for a long time Connty 
Treasurer, in whieh office he was followed by 
his son, the late Deacon William Foster Wade. 


NORFOLK COUNTY. 

On the 10th of May, 1643, the General Court 
established the old county of Norfolk,* te com- 
prise the following towns, viz :—Salisbury, 
Hampton, Haverhill, Exeter, Dover and Straw- 
berry-bank, (now Portsmouth, N. H.) As the 
records of this county properly belong to  Es- 
sex, and as its history forms a part of our co- 
lonial and local history, a consideration of the 
court officers of Norfolk comes legitimately 
within the scope of this article. 

No court was actually established in this 
county till Mareh, 1648, when the Gen ral 
Court ordered that the first court should be held 
The 


magistrates, 


on the last Tuesday of the next April.t 
court was to be held by certaim 
named, chietly of the Ipswich Court. 

The first clerk of the Norfolk Court, who held 
from 

Marcu, 1648, tro Aprin 24, 1649. was 

ROBERT LORD. 

He was appointed by the Ipswich justices, 
and his biography has already been given. — Le 
was suceeeded, 

Apri 24, 1649, to Fen’y 4, 1680, py 

THOMAS BRADBURY. 

The name of this person oceurs in our history 
us early as 1634, when he signs, with Thomas 
Morton, in attestation of a deed from 
and Mason.{ He married Mary, daughter of 
John Perkins, in 1636.6 May 138, 1640, he 
10, 1641, he 
was appointed the first clerk of the writs at 


Gorges 


was made a freeman. Deeember 


* Col. 


+ Ibid. 


Rec. 


7 N. E. Hist. and Genealog. Reg., Vol. 5, p 346 


4 
§ Savage. 






















Salisbury. In March, 1648, he was appointed 
ensign of the train band at Salisbury. In 1656 
he was appointed a ‘commissioner to end sinall 
eauses”’ in Salisbury. In 1651 he was chosen 
deputy to the General Court, and again in 1652 
—6—7—60—6I and °66. Here he appears to 
have voted on the liberal side—in some instances, 
atleast. In 1651 and ’2 he was commissioned 
to lay out the bounds of Hampton; and he 
served on a similar committee to lay out a pri- 
vate grant to Emanuel Downing. In May, 1644, 
he was appointed a member of a special court, 
to examine certain petitioners who prayed the 
General Court to restore Lieut. Pike, he hay- 
ing been removed from office for some alleged 
refractory conduct. In October, the same year, 
and again in 1656, 1658, 1659, he was appoint- 
ed on various committees to settle differences 


concerning lands, to fix boundaries and to locate | 


grants. In May, 1657, the law providing for 
commissioners for ending small causes having 
been repealed, Mr. Bradbury was commissioned 
to bind over offenders in criminal cases. The same 
year, he was of a committee to inquire if min- 
isters’ widows and orphan children were prop- 
erly provided for. In May. 1660, he was chosen 
to settle some difficulties at Portsmouth, requir- 
ing the intervention of the General Court. In 
1666, he was of «a committee to examine and re- 
port to the Legislature on the state of the de- 


fences in and about Boston constructed by Major 


(ieneral John Leverett. In April, 1668, he 
was appointed one of the Commussioners of 
Customs for Norfolk County. In 1675—6—7 
and °9, heappears as one of the associate judges 
for Norfolk. 

Although Mr. Bradbury's term as clerk prop- 
erly expired with the separation of New Hamp- 
shire from Massachuetts Bay in February, 
1680, he still acted as recorder or clerk up to 
July 8th. 1681 ;* and he appears to have kept 
the records even before his appointment. These, 
however, he may ha ve completed from the mem- 
oranda of his predecessor. 


* Norfolk So. Records in Registry of Deeds and 
Clerk's Office, Salem. 
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In addition to the duties already enumerated, 


we find him acting as captain of a military 
eunpany at Salisbury, and in 16860n the com- 
mittee with Appleton and Gerrish “to take ac- 
count of births and deaths.’’ To crown all, 
he was, of course, licensedjas an innkeeper or 
retailer. 

He died Mareh 16, 1695; his wife, by whom 
he had six sons and five daughters, surviving 
him till December 20, 1700, when she died at 
anadvancedage. During that mental endemic, 


- the witchcraft delusion, she was one of the ac- 


cused, but was acquitted.* 

Mr. Bradbury was an easy, legible and in- 
dustrious penman, and evidently a man of sound 
judgment and more than opdimary ability. 


THE PROVINCIAL JUDGES AND REG- 
ISTERS. 

Bradbury, Wade and Gerrish close the list 
of colonial clerks and registers, and bring us to 
the time of the institution of a regular Probate 
Court, which was organized soon after the ar- 
rival of the Province Charter, and has remained 
substantially the same to the present day. 

The peculiar system of the probate courts 
had been first suggested by President Dudley, 
in an order of council, May 28, 1686,f and Sir 

* Savage. 

¢ As the record of Dudley’s order is of historical 
value I subjoin a trenscript of the original: 

At a Council held at Boston?in New 2 
England, 28th May, 10636. § 
Present, 
Joseph Dudley, Esqr., President, 
Wm. Stoughton, Esqr., Deputy President, 
[and Council. ] 

Ordered, That the Office for the Probate of Wills 
and granting Administrations be holden by the Pres- 
ident for the time being, and his Clerk at the Coun- 
cill-house on Thursdayes at ten of the clock in the 
morning, and in other Provinees and remote Coun- 
tryes by such Judge and Clerk as the said President 
under his hand and seal shall authorize, and at such 
time as shall be appointed, takeing Fees according 

| to the Statutes, the sd Clerks being herein accompt- 
ed as Deputyes to the Secretnry and. Regester, and 
| from him to take Deputacon accordingly. 











ee 











Edmund Andros, succeeding him,did little more 
than adopt the plan of his predecessor. This sys- 
tem was authorized by thenew charter rather 
by implication than in express terms; yet Gover- 
nor Phips and his council proceeded to organize 
the probate courts in the outset as if there could 
be no question that they were legitimately con- 
stituted by a delegation of authority from the 
Governor, as supreme ordinary of the Province, 
to the several judges and registers.* And al- 








* Below is a copy of the original record of this or 
der, taken from the Records of the Council in the 
Office of the Secretary of State. It will be seen by 
this that Prof. Washburn [see his Judicial History, 
p- 187] is incorrect in his supposition that the regis- 
ters were first appointed at the suggestion of Gov. 
Pownal. Perhaps, however, he intended to say that 
the appointment of a Register to the Supreme Court 
of Probate dates from that time—which is correct: 


At a Council held at the Council 
Chamber in Boston, Saturday, ; 
June 18th, 1692. 
Present, 
His Excellency, Sr William Phips, Knt., &c®. 
William Stoughton, Esqre, Lt. Gov’r, 
[and the Council.] 

Pursuant to the Power granted inand by Their 
Majties Royal Charter unto the Governour for the 
time being, with the Council or Assistants to do, ex- 
ecute or perform all that is necessary for the Probate 
of Wills and granting Administrations, for touching 
or concerning any Interest or Estate, which any per- 
son or persons shall have within this Province or 
Territory. It is agreed, Resolved and Ordered, that 
henceforth there shall be one delegated Judge to be 
nominated and appointed by the Governour and 
Council, Commissioned and fully Impowered as the 
ordinary in each County within this Province, to take, 
allow and make due probate of the Wills of all such 
Deceased persons as did live and had Estates lying 
within the same County, and to grant Administration 
upon the Estates of all persons dying therein intes- 
tate; also to audit, examine and allow the Accounts 
of such Administrations and to make distribution of 
all such Intestate Estates, according to Law, and to 
make out all such processes, Citations, Orders and 
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though its legality was often doubted,* this 
system was finally confirmed in 17C0, after ma- 
ture deliberation in the council board, and 80 











person makeing his Will, or dying Intestate within 
this Province, haveing Goods, Rights or Estate in 
divers Countys usually called Bona Notabilia; in all 
such cases the Probate of the Will or granting of 
Administration and all other proceedings necessary 
thereupon, shall be made, had and prosecuted by and 
before the Judge to be Commissioned as above for the 
County of Suffolke and none other. And every del- 
egated Judge in each county shall be attended with 
an able Register to be appointed by the Governour 
and Council to enter and Register all such Wills and 
Administratiens &c*. and shall be fully impowred to 
do and execute all and whatsoever is proper to the Of- 
fice of a Register. Provided Nevertheless, That any 
Person or Persons agrieved at the Probate and allow- 
ance of any Will, grant of Administration, or dis- 
tribution made of any Intestate Estate or any other 
order or Decree made by the Judge in any County, 
shall have liberty of Appeal unto the Gov’r and Coun- 
cil for releife therein. WitviaM Pups. 

Judges of Probate of Wills, granting Administra- 
cons, &c., and Registers appointed for the severall 
Countys following, vizt: 





William Stoughton, Esqe, Judge, } 
Suffolke { we Isaac Addington, Regstr. 
eae Barthol’mew Gedney, Ksq,Judge, | Consented 
= Mr. Stephen Sewall, Register. t unto 
. James Russell, Esqr, Judge. William 
Middlesex Mr. Samuel Phips, Register. | Phips. 
Hampshire John Pynchon, Esqr, Judge, 


Mr. Samuel Partrigg, Reg, 


* The following transcript from the council records 
shows that Dudley entertained this doubt in 1702: 


Chamber in Boston upon Thurs- 
day, the 13th of August, 1702, 
Present, 
His Excellency, Joseph Dudley, Esqre, Gov’r, &c’. 
The Hon’ble Thomas Povey, Esqre, Lt. Gov’r, 
{and the Council.] 


His Excellency declared to the Board that he had 
read and considered that clause in the Charter refer- 


At a Council held at the Council 


ring to the probate of wills, &c., lodging that power 
in the Governour and Council, without power of dele- 
gation. 

But finding Courts established within the several 





Determinations with reference unto the premises and 
every thing necessarily depending thereon,as is prop- 
er and usual in like cases, within any of their Majties 
Plantations. And as oft as it shall happen that any 
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Countys for that purpose, Saving the Rights and 
Powers contained in the Charter, he should evntinue 


those Courts, and nominate persons for the holding f 
| them. 
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continued through the American revolution up 


to the present time. 

A brief sketch of the history of the pecu- 
liar tribunals for settling posthumous estates, 
may serve to explain this somewhat technical 
matter to non-professional readers: — 

The personal property of intestates during 
the middle ages was seized upon by the clergy,* 
who used it up,in eating and drinking and em- 
bellishing their religious houses ; in considera- 
tion of which, they offered prayers for the re- 
pose of the soul of the deceased, or its easy 
transit through purgatory; while the real es- 
tate, or that portion of it not devoted to pious 


uses, descended to the heir. After a while va- 


rious statutes were enacted, requiring the cler- | 


gy to render an account of portions of the per- 
sonalty for the benefit of the creditors, the 
widow and the next of kin. These portions 
increased gradually, till, at length, the ecclesi- 
astics had nothing more than the benefit—ac- 


cruing in fees, more or less extortionate—of the 


settlement of the estates of deceased persons. | 


But they had gradually acquired exclusive juris- 
diction in such cases, and their courts, held by 
clergymen, (the Pope being the supreme ordi- 
nary or chief justice,) were entirely distinct 
from the courts of common law. 

When Henry VIII. established the church of 
England he assumed the place of the Pope,t 
as supreme ordinary over England and its de- 
pendencies, and his successors have held that 
office to this day. 

Now,one power exercised by the king in this 
capacity—which in our government is wisely 
conferred on the Legislature, or left to the peo- 
ple—was the power to constitute inferior tri- 
bunals, or rather to delegate his judicial func- 


tions to others to exercise in his name and be- | 


half, according to the Roman or Civil Law, 
which admitted of a delegation of judicial 
powers. 

* View of the state of Europe during the Middle 
Ages. By Henry Hallam. Chap. VII. Black- 





stone’s Commentaries, Book 2d, Chap. 32. 


+ Black. Com, Book 1, Chap. 7th, Sec. 5 and 
D ites. 
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Accordingly, King William and Queen Mary 
authorized the Governor and Council of this 
Province to ‘do, execute or perform all that is 
necessary for the probate of wills and granting 
of administrations for, touching or concerning 
any interest or estate which any person or per- 
sons shall have within our said province or ter 
ritory.”’ 

By virtue of the words ‘all that is necessa- 
ry,’ &e., the Governor and Council, in turn, 
claimed and exercised the right of delegating 
their authority as before mentioned; and a 
doubt arose and was settled, as I have already 
described, as to whether the sub-delegation 
were warranted by the charter and the laws of 
the realm. 

The Governor and Council remained the Su- 
preme Court of Probate, to which an appeal 
lay in all cases from the decisions of the county 
judges. 

During the growth of the Colony the busi- 
ness of the probate department had largely in- 


creased, both in amount and variety.* 


In March, 1649, the county court had been 
empowered to grant allowances to the widows 


| of intestates and to divide and assign property 
| among the children and heirs; and the Octo- 
| t=) 

| ber following, an ordinance was passed, provid- 


ing for the punishment of such as embezzled 


or concealed any will or property of a deceased 
| person, or neglected to administer or renounce 
| 
i 
| 


executorship within a specified time after the 
decease of the testator or intestate. In Octo- 
| ber, 1673, the powers of guardians were de- 
| fined, and they were ordered to give security to 
| Court. In May, 
| passed, authorizing the County Court to make 
| distribution of insolvents’ estates. In October, 
1682, the County Courts were empowered to 
authorize executors and administrators to make 
| specific performance of the contracts of their 
| intestates or testators for the sale of lands. 

In May, 1685, the courts were further impow- 

ered to summon in executors and others to 


1677, an ordinance was 





* See Col. Rec. passim. and An. Charters; also 
White's Probate. 
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render inventories and accounts, and to impose 


penalties for disobedience and neglect ; and the 
next February this law was amended and re- 
affirmed. 

The simple practice of the earliest courts 
had been, arbitrarily, to treat all real estate 
as mere chattels, and it was administered ac- 
cordingly, without regard to the title of the 
heir. This error had been partially corrected, 
and petitions were presented to the General 
Court, in some instances, for leave to sell.* 

When the new Court of Probate was insti- | 
tuted the practice at once assumed the aspect | 
of improvement. All that was valuable in the | 
tormer practice was retained, and much that 
was improper was abandoned. Bonds, which | 
in colonial times had run to the County Trea- 
surer, were now made to the Judge of Probate ; 
and, though many things remained imperfect 
and requiring correction, the court, in its lead- 
ing features, started in substantially the same | 
track that it is now pursuing, after a lapse of 
nearly one hundred and seventy years.t 

Although no seal was formally adopted by 
either of the probate judges at first, yet, in Es- 
sex County, a small seal, once used in the old 
colonial courts, and now adopted by the Coun- 
few in- 
stances, to letters, warrants, and some other 
papers, issuing from the court, till the year 
1728, when a seal, represented in the following 


ty Commissioners,{ was affixed, in a 


cut, was used by Juge Appleton, but abandon- 
ed not many years after. 

The date of the order in council establishing 
this court is June 18, 1692; when Bartholomew 
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| Goiney was appointed Judge, and Stephen Sew- 
all Register. 


JUNE 18, 1692, ro June 3, 1698. 
BARTHOLOMEW GEDNEY, Isr. 
Mr. Gedney, one of the most distinguished 
held 


was baptized June 14, 1640, and was the son 


JUDGE. 


in the list of those who have this office, 
of John Gedney, (and Catherine, his wife,) a 
merchant and dealer in wines, who came hither 
from Yarmouth, England, in 1637, and was 
admitted a freeman the next year.* 
Bartholomew married Hannah Clark, De- 


{ The above cut was hastily prepared, with the as- 
sistance of the printers, and represents the old seal, 
so far as it can be restored, with tolerable accuracy. 
It was no small job to make out the character of this 
seal, and especially the legend, from the faded and 
imperfect fragments of the early impressions now on 
file. 


guesswork the whole seal has, I believe, been re- 


After examining many files, and by dint of some 


stored in this engraving. 

My apology for inserting the above must be the 
fact, that (the original die having been missing from 
the time that ‘‘man’s memory runneth not to the con- 


| trary,” and as I have not found a person among the 


* Col. Rec., Vol. 5, p. 479, and elsewhere. 
+ See Prob. Files and Rec. Essex. 


See some of the files in Essex Probate Office. 
The form of this seal isan ellipse, with its transverse | 
axis, perpendicular, § of an inch in length. In the 
centre is a figure, evidently a cypher for Essex; 
over the cypher is a nondescript bird—and beneath 
is a figure, representing either a dagger or fleur-de- | 
lis, with two minute ornamental rosettes above, and | 
two below the cypher. 





many intelligent gentlemen in this county familiar 
with the history of the court who was aware of the 


| fact that such a seal was ever used,) I deemed ita 
| matter worthy of being recorded, though in a form 


which, if time would allow, might be somewhat im- 
proved. 

The present seal is a “lion rampant” ina circle, 
surrounded with the words “County or Essex”—ap- 
parently taken from the old seal. The modern lion 
is not so shabby an animal as his predecessor. ] 


* Savage, and Derby’s Mss. 
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cember 22d., 1662, and by her had four sons 
and five daughters. 

He was by profession a physician, and prac- 
tised as early as 1662.* He also appears to 
have been at sea some time before he was ap- 
pointed judge.t He was made a freeman May 
19, 1669, and appears soon after in the mili- 
tia ; his first appointment being that of ensign 
in Capt. John Corwin’s Company, October 17, 
1676. 
lieutenant in the same company; and on the 
LOth of October, 1683, on the death of Capt. 
In 
1689 he declined a re-appointment,and Stephen 
Ile afterwards 


2B) 


Two years afterwards he was made 


Corwin, he was promoted to the vacancy. 


Sewall was chosen in his stead. 
rose to be Colonel or ‘*Commander-in-Chief 
of the Essex Regiment. 

May 8, 1678, he was chosen deputy to the 
General Court, and November of the next year 
chosen one of the Commissioners for Salem. 


In June, 1680, he was appointed by the 
General Court one of a committee to manage 
the affairs of the new plantation at Casco Bay, 
formed the May previous, and called ‘‘Swegus- 
Here, six years before, v.ith Henry 
Sayward of York, he had made a large pur- 


tagoe. 


chase and contracted for the erection of a saw- 
mill.§ 


He was chosen assistant or councillor, May 
19, 1680, and held that office the three follow~ 
ing years; when, having advised a compliance 
with the requirements of the crown officers in 
regard to the charter, much against the wishes 
of the clergy and the people, he was omitted 
from the list of assistants the next year.|| 

When President Dudley arrived, in 1686, he 

* Felt. 

+ See in Calef’s ‘More Wonders of the Invisible 
World,” trial of Capt. John Alden, senior, and Hist 
Coll. Essex Inst., Vol. 2, No. 3, p. 142, note by G. 
F. Chever, Esq. 

t¢ For these facts and many more see Col. Rec., 
Vol. Sth. 


§ Felt’s Annals. 
\| Ibid and Col. Ree. 


was reinstated in this office—being specially 
named in the royal commission—and again in 
Sir Edmund Andros’ commission the December 
following. He served actively throughout the 
government of Andros, and exercised judicial 
powers in Essex County during that period— 
but was one of the number who addressed a 
letter to the Governor upon the rising of the 


people, requesting his Excellency to deliver up 
the defences to them and to submit himself as 
@ prisoner. 

He, and others, then constituted themselves 
a committee of safety, and, with commendable 
self-denial, convened the assistants and depu- 
ties chosen in 1686, and surrendered the gov- 





Governor, Simon Bradstreet, at the head.* 


He was not again called to the board of 
| assistants till after the arrival of the Province 
| Charter, when his name was found in that in- 
| strument as one of the first council.t 


| 
sane into their hands, with the former 


After the revolution of 1689 he was appoint- 





ed by the Governor and Council one of a com- 
mittee to draw up a report of the illegal acts 
of Andros’ administration.{ This resulted in 
the well known pamphlet, ‘‘New England's 
Revolution Justified.’’$ 


* For these facts see Council Records and Hutch- 
inson’s History and Collections. 

+ See the charter in An. Charters. 

$Col Ree. 

§ Pub. in Force’s Coll. “Tracts and other Papers,” 
&c., Washington, 1838, Vol. 4th. The order in Coun. 
cil is dated January 1, 1690, and reads thus: —‘‘Or- 
dered that Wm. Stoughton, Bart. Gedney and Wm. 
Browne, Esquires, with such others as are members 
of Sir Edmund Andros’s Gov’t as they shall see fit to 
advise with, are hereby desired to draw up such in- 
formation as they can give referring to the transac- 
tions of said gov’t that were oppressive and injurious 
to the people, as well touching the manner of pass- 
ing acts in said council as the execution of them and 
any Other matters relating to the exercise of said 
government which were grievous and illegal and to 
transmitt the same speedily to the Council. The gen- 
tlemen above named are requested to perfect what 
| is above desired of them some time the next week.” 
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In 1681 he was of the committee to exam- 


ine the books of William Bowditch, the officer | 


of customs, then lately deceased. In June, 
1692, he was one of the committee appointed | 


to revise the laws. 
was one of the parties summoned in the writ of 
quo warranto against the Colony, and he was 
otherwise conspicuous on committees and in 
the government of the Colony. 

As a military officer he was called upon to | 
act in matters of great importance. Thus, | 
January 10, 1690, he was one ef a committee 
of seven to plan the successful expedition | 
against Port Royal in Nova Scotia; and the 
18th of March following, he was appointed 
Commander-in-chief of this expedition, which 
he seems to have declined in favor of Sir Wil- 
liam Phips.* In February, 1691, he was of | 
the committee on plunder—a ene amount | 
having been obtained at the sacking of Port 
Royal. April 14, 1692, he was appointed to 
go to Wells, in Maine, with thirty troupers, to 
make peace with the Indians and lengthen out 
the truce.t 

In 1695 he was again appointed one of the 
commissioners for the war; and, August 16, 
1696, he marched at the head of 460 men of 
his regiment, for Kittery.{ A letter from the 
fort at Saco, dated the 13th of the same month, 
shows with what high expectation the inhabi- 
tants there regarded his cuming.§ In October 
following,he writes back that Capt. Chubb had 
broken the faith of the Province with the In- 
dians. || 





*T have not met with a satisfactory euplenation 
of the record of these appointments. Gedney was 
first chosen to command this expedition; the next 
day Phips was »ppointed to the same position; and 
afterwards Lieut. Pike was appointed Commander- 
in-chief. It may be that Phips commanded the na- 
val expedition, while Pike led the land forces—Ged- 
ney having declined the command of the latter. 

+ See Col. Rec. 

t Felt’s An. 

§ New England Hist. and Genea. Reg., Vol. 3, p. 
163. 

|| Felt’s An. 
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On November 7, 1683, he | 


| His judicial offices were not less important. 
He was the first Chiet Justice of the 
|Common Pleas for this County, 
thereto in 1692. The same year he was com- 
missioned one of the judges of that unfortu- 
/ nate Court of Special Oyer and Terminer be- 
| fore which the unhappy victims of the witch- 
craft delusion were tried and convicted. He 
sat in these trials—and it is painful to record 
| that he was not exempt from the influences of 
that mania.J 


Court of 
appointed 


The date of his appointment as Judge of 
Probate is June 18, 1692. This office, as well 
as his seat in the Common Pleas, he held till 
his death—which occurred, according to most 
authorities, February 28, 1698, though the in- 
seription on his tombstone in the pap eonigy street 
burying-ground puts it February 1, 1697. 


7 See various accounts of witch trials, especially 
Calef, (as above). Mr. Chever, 
article on Philip English, supposes John Gedney to 
be the magistrate before whom Capt. John Alden 
was examined, as narrated by Calef, but I see no 
reason for doubting that it was Bartholomew, the 
judge,a brother of John. See Hist. Cull. Essex 
Inst., Vol. 3, p. 142. 


in his thorough 





* February 1697, old style, would of course come 
1698 new style, though I cannot, satisfactorily, 


account for the discrepancy in the day of the 
month. Felt, Washburn and Derby all record it 
February 28—probably following the Salem town 
records. Judge Sewall, in his published diary: 
makes it March 1, 1698-9! The first three may be 
correct, and the error may have arisen from misin- 
terpeting the inscription on his tombstone; which, 
being cut in a freestone slub, lying horizontally, 
with the face exposed tou the weather, has become 
nearly effaced. It is, probably, for this reason that 
Mr. Derby has overlooked it in his record of inscrip- 
tions in the Charter street burying-ground. 
| The substructure of his monument is of gran- 
| ite or brick masonry, and it stands directly in 
| front of the Charter street entrance. At the close 
of a long summer afternoon, spent, despairingly, in 
search of sume memorial of the distinguished mag- 
istrate, I came upon this apparently smooth tablet; 
—but, noticing the empty excavation in which the 
family escutcheon was originally placed, I looked 
further for the name of the occupant, and succeeded 














































We have already seen that Mr. Gedney | 


sometimes acted as clerk or register in addition 
to his other duties.* 

I am not sure of the precise spot of his resi- 
dence, but many things indicate that it was 
not far from the present Gedney Court. Prob- 
ably the old house, formerly in that court, torn 
down several years since, and known as the 
‘French House’’—from its having been for 


suine time the abode of the fugitive Acadians— | 


was the dwelling house of the judge. 

Like most of the Salem magistrates, Mr. 
Gedney was a member of the First Church, in 
Salem. 


The facts of his life, so far as they have been | 


preserved, exhibit the character of a brave and 
pious man; an able and patriotic public officer, 
who was at once conciliating, self-sacrificing 
and laborious ; a magistrate, conscientious and 
diligent, though sometimes misguided ; a mili- 


tary commander of comprehensive views, skil- 


ful and courageous; and a citizen, useful, en- | 


terprising and universally respected. 

‘Truly, little more can be said in praise of 
upy man, and yet, after due consideration, I 
think nothing less can, with justice, be said of 
him. 

(To be Continued.) 


n tracing with penknife and pencil (Old Mortality 
like) the name, the date of the death, and the age of 
the deceased—his 57th year, so the inscription 
reads. 

As [surveyed the worn and battered sand-stone, 
moss-grown and covered with bits of broken crockery, 
placed there by the children of the neighborhood— 
who often spenda summer half-holiday in that quiet 
place—and considered that this monumentand a few 
.cattered records besides, scarcely served to transmit 
the name of one who, a few generations ago, stood 
pre-eminent among the illustrious of his countrymen, 
{ could not repress a seflection on the fleeting nature 
of the fame acquired by the early great men of our 


country. Anywhere in Europe, with ordinary ad- 


vantages, such a man as Gedney would undoubcedly 


have achieved the highest distinction and left an 


imperishable name. 


* Ante, B. Gerrish, biog. 
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NEW ENGLAND GENEALOGY. 


BY C. M. ENDICOTT. 


Whoever writes a work upon this subject 
should possess the confidence of the public, not 
only for his extensive research, but for his can- 


| dor and unprejudiced mind. Sir Walter Scott 


lost caste, as an impartial writer, when he un- 
dertook the history of Napoteon Ist, and 
brought to bear upon it all his Scotch and 
English prejudices. With the lapse of time 
every circumstance, however trivial, connected 
with the first settlement of Massachusetts or 
its rulers, receives increasing importance ; those 
at all interested in the character and official 
honors of John Endicott have little reason tu 
be flattered at the new attempt to degrade him 
and his office, by the author of a work entitled 


‘Genealogy of New England,’’ just issued from 


| the press. ‘To the general reader it is a matter 
| of no interest who was, or was not, the _firs¢ 
Governor of Massachusetts ; and the discussion 
of such a question involving the integrity of 
history, if it bea question at all, to say the 
least, is in such a work out of place, and in 
bad taste, as it is caleulated to provoke criti- 
cism and controversy. The ingenuity and sed- 
ulous industry with which this author labors to 
make the worse appear the better side is worthy 
a better cause. 


The establishment of ‘‘an absolute’? Govern- 
ment in New England with John Endicott for 
Governor, surrounded with thirteen counsel- 
lors, before the arrival of Winthrop, and even 


before he was connected with the settlement in 
England, constitutes him no governor in his 
opinion, and he moves among the Company’s 
Records, demolishing what he pleases which 
lies in the way of his argument, and labors to 
show that there was no colony, nor government, 
prior to 1630, the arrival of Winthrop. 
| It must be known to this author that there 
are many antiquarians among us, of equal re- 
search and knowledge of events, but perhaps 
less skilled as special pleaders, who have ar- 
rived at a different conclusion from him as to 








iE: 





ss ade RZ, 





the first governorship of New England. This 
author misstates some facts, suppresses others, 
forestalls many, and jumps at conclusions. He 
says, ‘After his (that is, Mr. E.’s) coming he 
was made head, or Superintendent, or Gover- 
nor, of the first settlement at Salem.”’ 

These are the author’s own words and con- 
clusions. Who would believe, after so much 
difficulty in finding a phrase whereby to desig- | 
nate his office arid station, that there is a rec- 
ord to this effeet-—** We have, with full consent 
and authority of this Court, chosen and elected | 
the said Capt. John Endicott to the place of 
present governor of our plantation ; 
part of it, as Salem; but ‘of our plantation.” 
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not of any | 


















stance has opened a wide field for speculation, 
and is the foundation of all the controversy 
ever had on the subject ; and we conceive it to 
be unjust and illiberal to take advantage of 
this circumstance to assert that ‘ro organiza- 


| tion was ever consununated,’’ because in the 


absence of those records it cannot be proved 
except collaterally. 

Again, to degrade Endicott’s position and 
office, he calls his authority ‘*a power of attor- 
ney,’ when he knows the company expressly 
designated what that office should be called, 


viz., **Governor of our plantation” or ‘of this 
tellowship.’’ It was the same **power of at- 


torney’’ under which Winthrop and all his 


And again, in the Company’s first general letter | immediate successors acted, that is, a power 


of instructions to Endicott and his Council are | 


| 


the following words: ‘* We have, in prosecution 
of that good opinion we have always had of you, 
confirmed you Governor of our plantation.” His 
oath of office also says, ‘tyou shall endeavor 
faithfully and carefully to carry yourself in 
the place of Governor so long as you shall con- 
tinue in it.’’ And once more in the same oath 
of office are these words :—*- All these premises 
vou shall keep to the uttermost of your power 
and skill 80 long as you continue in the place 
So much for 
the propriety of the application ofa phrase. 


of Governor of this fellowship.”’ 
A } 


No student in New England history needs to 
be infurmed, that in the beginning, under the 
first organization of the Colony, Matthew Cra- | 
dock was the first Governor of the Company in 
England, and that John Endicott under the 
sae organization was the first Governor of 
our plantation. This author likewise asserts, 
‘*it was never consummated (that is, the or- 
ganization of an absolute government in the 
colony) by needful authority, or at least, can- 
not be proved. Why can it not be proved? 
For the plain and simple reason, which the 
author must have known, but which he sup- 
presses, that the records of the doings of the 
government under Mr. Endicott’s administra- 
tion, together with the records of the first 
church in Salem, and of the town of Salem it- 


self, during that period, are lost. This cireum- 


derived from the company. In the absence of 
these records, he ignores all collateral evidence 
of the organization of the government, partic- 
ularly Morton’s statement, in his scurrilous 
publication, called the ‘New English Canaan,’ 
that he, ‘‘at a general appearance, (that ix, a 
general court,) at the worshipful town of Sa- 
lem, there in open assembly was tendered cer- 





tain articles devised between him (Mr. Endi- 
cott) and their new pastor, Master Eager, 
(probably Rev. Mr. Skelton) ; 
every planter, old and new, must subscribe, or 


to these articles 


be expelled from any abode within the compass 
of the land contained within the grant then 
showed. 


The tenor of these articles was as 
| follows:—That in all causes, ecclesiastical as 
well as political, we should fullow the rale of 
God's word ; and all the assembly (mine host 
| only replied) did subscribe.’ This assembly 
| was in accordance to the following instructions : 
| ‘Let the laws be first published to forbid these 
| disorders and all others you fear may grow up ; 
| whereby they may not pretend ignorance of 
| the one, nor the privilege to offend; and then 
| fear not to put good laws made upon good 
lg ground and warrant in due execution.”’ 
} ‘The author also ignores Edw. Howes’s letter 
to John Winthrop, Jr., of the 25th Mareh, 
1633, in which he says, ‘there was presented 
to the Lords lately 22 of Indicutt’s lawes.”’ 
\Tais would again indicate that an ubsolute 
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government had been consummated; if so, 
from the scrupulous uprightness of Endicott’s | 


character, there can be no doubt it was by | 


‘needful authority;”’ 
office forbade him ‘‘to make statutes or ordi- 
nances without the consent of the council for 
the government of Massachusetts Bay.’’ 
reference from England to Endicott’s laws 
would also indicate that these records were ut 
this time (1633) in existence, probably in Eng- 
land. Again we quote from the company’s 
records of the 30th of April, 1629:—*It is 
further ordered that the Governor, Mr. Endi- | 
cott, [or his deputy] and the said Council, 
being chosen as aforesaid, and having taken | 


for Endicott’s oath of | is a mere quibble. 


This | 


| supped on a good venison pasty and good beer.”’ 
| The author admits ‘*Endicott was the first and 
only Governor of London Plantation.’’ This 
What, we would respect- 
fully ask, was *‘London Plantation’’ but this 
, very ‘‘Culony of Massachusetts Bay ?’’ 
| We will pass over some mimor errors, such 
| a8 his having lived in Boston above twenty 
years, which a reference to the records of Mas- 
| sachusetts for the year 1655 would have cor- 
rected ; and his son Zerubabel instead of his 
grandson having resided in Topsfield. It would 
be useless to follow this closely written article 
of four pages through all its devious windings, 
and, therefore, the writer would remark, in 








their oaths respectively to their places......at | conclusion, that he will yield to no man in his 
any of their meetings which the Governor at | respect and veneration for the virtues which 
his discretion is hereby authorized to 

appoint, shall have full power and authority | 
by power derived from His Majesty's letters | 
patent to make, ordain, and establish all man- | 
ner of wholesome and reasonable orders, laws 


adorned with almost unearthly splendor the 
life and character of Gov. Winthrop; nor will 
| he allow that the high estimation which he has 
| formed of the eminent services of that great 
»| and good man, in promoting the welfare of the 
statutes and ordinances, &e., &c., tor the pres- | infant settlement of Massachusetts, is surpass- 
ed, but he cannot permit those feelings to 
prompt him to violate the integrity of histo- 
| ry or to claim for Gov. Winthrop any distinc- 
| tion which does not of right and in justice be- 
| long to him, or place upon his brow the laurels 
| which belong to another. 


ent government of our plantation, and the in- 
habitants residing within the limits of our 
plantation.”’ 





No one, we presume, will charge | 
Endicott and the Council with making laws 
without having taken their oaths respectively to 
their places. 

It is conceded that Mr. Winthrop was first 
Governor after a new organization of the com- 
pany, combining the two offices of Governor of | NOTICE OF THE prnnnted lh fae AND 
the company and Governor of the Colony in| OF TiS at 
one person; and that he was the first Governor | BY GEORGE R. CURWEN. 
who was at once chief officer of the corpora- | 
tion and chief administrator on the spot ; com- 
bining the two characters which before Win- 
throp had been sustained by two persons, viz., 
Cradock and Endicott. 

Winthrop does not appear to have exercised 
his authority as Governor until he was chosen | 
at a court of the freemen on the soil, held 23d | 
August, 1630. In his journal on his arrival | 
he speaks of himself as an ‘‘assistant,”’ and | 
says, ‘*We who were of the ‘assistants’ and | 
sume of the gentlemen and some of the women | 
returned with them to Naumkeag, where we | 





**Curwen House,”’ 
on the corner of 
Essex and North 
streets, Salem, 
Mass.. was eed 


> by Capt. Psa 
Corwin, and was 
occupied by him 
until his removal 
to the house in 
which he died, 
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which stood upon the site now occupied by Mr. | where the meeting-house of the First Religious 
Timothy Ropes’s store and the building next | Society now stands, at the corner of Essex and 
west of it. Washington streets. 

Capt. George Corwin was born in England, Hon. Jonathan Corwin was born l4th of 
10th December, 1610; and according to Far- | November, 1640. He married Elizabeth, wid- 
mer, at Workington, Cumberland County ; | ow of Robert Gibbs, and daughter of Jacon 
which appears likely, from the fact that he | and Margaret Sheafeof Boston. Robert Gibbs 
and his descendants always used the Arms of | was a son of Sir Henry Gibbs, and some plate 
the Curwens of Workington Hall, the same that | given by Sir Henry to Mrs. Corwin is men- 
stand at the head of this article. 








tioned in her will. Judge Corwin died 

Capt. George Corwin was an eminent mer- | 25th July,1718, and lies buried in the family 
chant of Salem, and a very prominent man— | tomb, in Broad street burying-ground, Salem. 
holding various offices of trust and honor under | 
the Colonial Government. He died in Salem, 
3d January, 1685, leaving one of the largest | his name); he was on of Hon. Jonathan Cor- 
estates that had been administered on in the | win. 


The next occupant of the old house was 
Rev'd George Curwin, (as he invariably spelt 


Colony; one item mentioned in his inventory | Rev'd George Curwin was born 2Ist May, 
being 621 oz. of silver plate. His first wife | 1682; graduated at Harvard College 1701; 
was Elizabeth White, widow of John White; | and married Mehitable, daughter of Deliver- 
his second, Elizabeth, widow of Robert Brook, | ance Parkman, Esq., (by his second wife, Me- 
and daughter of Gov. Edward Winslow. 


hitable, who was daughter of Hon, John 
After the removal of Capt. George Corwin | Waite, Speaker of Massachusetts House of 
from the old house it was occupied by his son, | Representatives,) 27th July, 1711. For a 
Hon. Jonathan Corwin. number of years he was an assistant min- 
Hon. Jonathan Corwin, like his father, held | ister with Rev’d Mr. Noyes, minister of the 
many offices of honor in the Colonial and Pro- | First Religious Society in Salem, and was or- 
vincial Governments; among the rest, he held | dained pastor and colleague of that society on 
at various times the offices of Judge of the | the 19th May, 1714. He died 23d November, 
Court of Common Pleas for Essex County, | 1717. 
Judge of Probate, Judge of the Superior Court, Capt. George Curwen, son of Rev'd George, 
and Judge of the Special Court of Oyer and | was born 4th December, 1717. Graduated at 
Terminer, established by Gov’r Phipps 2d) Harvard College, with his brother Samuel, 
July, 1692, tor the trial of persons accused of | 1735; married Sarah. daughter of Benjamin 
witcheraft. Pickman, (by his wife Abigail, daughter of 
Timothy and Mary (Veren) Lindall,) and oc- 
2d June, 28th June, 3d August, 9th Septem- cupied the old house until his death, which oc- 
ber, and 17th September, during which time curred 7th June, 1746, after which it was oc 
nineteen persons were tried, condemned and | cupied by his widow and children. The sur- 
hanged for witchcraft, and one person (Giles | vivor, Mehitable, the wife of Richard Ward, 


This last named court met five times, viz., 


Corey) pressed to death for standing mute. Esq., coming into possession of it at the death 
[t is said that in the eastern front lower | of her mother, 3d January, 1810. 
room of this old house some of the unfortunate Mrs. Sarah Cushing, the last of the family 


accused were brought before Judge Corwin who owned it, and who came into possession of 

and other magistrates for their preliminary it by inheritance from her mother (Mrs. Ward) 

examination, but they were tried and con-, and by purchase from the other heirs, sold it 

demned in the meeting-house which stood to the present proprictorsoon after her removal 
VoL. 11. 30 | 

















230 





to New York. where she now resides, at the | 
advanced age of 91 years, and in the full en- 
joyment of all her faculties. 
Capt. George Corwin, Sheriff for Essex Coun- | 
ty in 1692, was a nephew of Hon. Jonathan 
Corwin. He never occupied the Curwen man- 
sion, (his house was near the spot now occu- 
pied by Dr. Fisk, on Washington street,) but 
is distinguished from his connection with the | 
witch trials. He was Sheriff of the County at 
the time, and on him devolved the painful duty 
of executing the condemned persons. He was 
son of Capt. John Corwin, by his wife Mar- 
garet, third daughter of Gov’r John Winthrop, 
Jr., of Connecticut, and was born 26th Febru- 
ry, 1666. He married Susanna and Lydia, both 
daughters of Hon. 
Lydia survived him. 


Bartholomew Gedney. | 
| 

This is the Capt. George Corwin mentioned 
in Hutchinson’s [istory of Massachusetts as | 
being in the expedition against Canada, under 
Sir William Phipps, in 1660. For the part | 
which he, by virtue of his office, was obliged 
to take in executing the sentence of the law 
upon those condemned for witchcraft, he was | 
severely persecuted by the friends of the de- 
ceased, and at the time of his death (1696) the 


excitement against him was so great that his 
friends were unable for a long time to carry his 
body to the family tomb, and his remains were 
kept buried in the cellar of his house until the 
excitement had subsided. | 


He, like his father, varied in the manner of 
spelling the name—sjgnatures of his are in 


possession of the family, signed Corwin and 
Curwen, and sealed with the family arms. | 


The house in its original form was quite an 
imposing structure for the day in which it was 
built, and it is to be regretted that any change 
was ever made in its appearance. 

As it was erected there were six stone steps 
from the ground to the front door, but from 
the street’s being raised and the settling of the 
house, there is now but one. 


A porch with a 
gable end projected from the front of the house, | 
with the front door in it, which opened into a | 


spacious hall, and over the hall wasa chamber. 
On either side of the porch were gables, (all 
the gables being surmounted by ornaments,) 
and on the back of the house was a one story 
kitchen. 

At the time of the death of Capt. George 
Curwen, in 1746, the gables and porch were 
removed by his widow, two kitchens, with 
chambers over them, were added on the back 
of the house, the one story kitchen taken away, 


and the gambrel roof put on in which it now 


appears. 


ABSTRACTS FROM WILLS, INVENTO- 
RIES, &c., ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF 
CLERK OF COURTS, SALEM, MASS. 


COPIED BY IRA J. PATCH. 


Continued from Vol. II, page 184. 


Wm. Pickman, 4th mo., 1676. 


An Inventory of the estate of William Pick- 


| man, taken 28 June, 1676, by Robert Glanfield 


and John Sanders. 17 00d. Al- 
lowed 27 4, °76. Administration granted to 
Elizabeth the relict and she is to pay to her 
child William son of ye deceased £40 when 21. 


Amount 20 


Jona. Wilds, 4th mo., 1676. 

An Inventory of the estate of Jonathan 
Wiles taken 28 June, 1676, by John How and 
William Andrew. Amount 3 14 6d. Allowed 
30 4, °76, and administration granted to John 


Wiles. 
Wm. Pitcher, 4th mo., 1676. 
The will of William Pitcher, dated 21 No- 


vember, 1675, mentions, bequeath to my elder 
brother John Pitcher living in England att 


| Kenton in Devonshire £40, and in case of my 
| brother’s decease to be paid to my brother’s 


eldest son living. the remainder of my estate | 
give to my friend Andrew Tucker, in whose 
house I now lyesick. [appoint Andrew Tucker 


| and Richard Rith ; witnesses,John Pederick and 


William Venning ; probated the 30 4, °76. 
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An Inventory of the above estate taken 22 | Andrew Alger, 4th mo., 1676. 
May, 1676, by Robert Hooper and Edward | he Will of Andrew Alger of Scarbaroah in 
Humphrey. Amount 83 11 08. | the county of York in N. E fisherman, dated 


23 March, 1669-70, mentions wife Agnes, sons 
| John, Andrew, and Matthew, daughters Eliza- 
| beth and Joanna. I appoint my wife execu- 
trix and my brother Arther Alger and my 
friend Andrew Brown senr, both of ye sd towne, 
overseers ; witnesses, She; Fletcher and Roger 
Hill; allowed 30 4, 1676. 

An Inventory of the above estate, amounting 
to £78 16 10d, was returned by Agnes the 


Jeffrey Thistle, 4th mo., 1676. 

Will of Jeffrey Thissell of Abbotsbury in 
the County of Dorset in old England, but at 
present in New England, mentions his eldest | 
son Richard Thissell, money owed him by John 
Darlin of Salem and George Tuck, his chest at 
Clem. English house, daughter Jane Thissell | 
now in Abbotsbury aforesaid, a bond that is in 
the hands of John Hedgecock of A. for £30 


; 30 | relict. 

due to me from Henry Feavour, his grandchild | nie 

Jeffrey his son Richard’s son 15 acres of land | Arthur Auger, 4th mo., 1676. 

at Bass River, son Richard’s daughter Mary,| The deposition of Robert Elliot, aged about 


mentions Ezekiel Waters; appoints Richard | 14 years, witnesseth that about ye Lith day of 
Rieth and Matthew Clark both of Marblehead | October, 1675, Arthur Allger was at Win. 
exors ; dated 29th October, 1675; his invento- | Sheldon’s house in perfect sence and memory 
ry amounts to £83 19s, and desired me and ye rest standing by to take 

A paper dated 27 June, 1676, and signed by notice yt he did give all his goods moveable 
Robert White, who says he is aged 29 years and immoveable to his wife Ann, only she 
and that the aforesaid Jeffrey Thissell being should pay ye children their portions and fur- 
aboard the Waymouth Merchant sailing from ther saith not. Taken cdl oath this 26th 
Saltitudes, being bound for New England, was day of October, 1675, before me, John Win- 
taken sick by the way. [ was called together coll, Assosiate. : : : 
with Hen. Herman and he gave us £3 0s 6d to The Deposition of Christopher Picket, aged 
| about 60 years, testified to the above. 

The deposition of John Corke testified to the 
above. 


give to his daughter. 


Edw’d Treson, 4th mo., 1676. 


An Inventory of the estate of Edward Ire-| Ann Auger the relict had power of adminis- 
son of Lynn, taken 20th of 11th mo., 1675, | tration granted in Court 30 4, °76. 


by Thomas Laughton, Henry Collings and An Inventory of the estate of Arthur Auger 
Henry Sillsby. Allowed 27 4, °76; presented of Blackpoint, wounded by the Indians and 
by Alce the relict. | dying of his wounds Oct. 14th, 1675, at Mar- 


blehead. Amount 38 1 9d. Thaddeus Red- 


The will of Edward Ireson, dated 26 of Oc- | ee , 
den and Benjamin Redknap apprisers ; men- 


tober, 1674, mentions son Samuell 40 acres of 
land of my farme lying by John lyokes (?) 
ground, my daughter Ruth ; witnesses, Henry 
Sillsbey and Henry Collins: probated 27 4, 
‘76. Alce the relict apt administratrix. 


tions ‘*The portion of ye 3 children of brother 
Giles to Abraham A., David and Gilas Roberts 
£5 12s each.’’ Presented by Ann the relict 
and administrators. 

An Inventory of the estate of Auther Auger 
ot Searbrough, taken Jany 4, 1676, by Giles 

An Inventory of the estate of William Dewe, | Bary and Ralph Allanson att Scarbrough als 
taken by Edward Bishop. Amount "12 02) Blackpoint. Amount £108 03 6. ‘Ralph 
09d. Allowed 30 4, °76. Administration | Allanson and Giles Bary appeared befure me 
granted to said Edward Bishop. and gave oath to the truth of the above at 


Wm. Dewe, 4th mo., 1676. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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, 


Scarbrough the Ist of June, 1676 ;’? mentions 
a pareell of upland and meadow which was 


Brother Giles Roberts. 
Henry Kimball, 4th mo., 1676. 
An Inventory of the estate of Henry Kim- 
ball, taken 16th of 4th mo., 1676, by Thomas 


Fiske and Richard Hutten. Amount £177 11 
MW), 


relict of ye deceased 30 4, 1676. 
Caleb Kimball, 4th mo., 1676. 


An inventory of the estate of Caleb Kimball, 
slain with Capt. Lawthrop in the countries 


service, taken 25th of 9 mo., °75, by Charles | 


Gott and Waiter Fayeitield. Amount 50 05 
0). Administration granted to Henry and 
Richard Kimball 309, °75. The said Henry 
being deceased sole administration is granted 
to ye said Richard the 30 4, ’76, mentions he 
to pay the 12 children of the deceased Henry 
Kimball when they come of age. , 
Richard Kimball, 4th mo., 1676. 

An Inventory of the estate of Richard Kim- 
hall, taken 17th of June, 1676, by Walter 
Fayertield and Thomas Patch. 
16 O06. 


Amount 
Administration of the estate was grant- 
ed to Samuell and Thomas Kimball, sons of the 


deceased, the 27 4 mo., ’76. 


Matthew Legroe, 4th mo., 1676. 

“The Testimony of William Fannen, Agged 
about 30 years, saith that immediately before 
Mathu groe went away toward Hadly a soul- 
diar the said groe desired me to bare witness 
to a will that hee the said groe was making in 
writing wherein he did will what he had to 
Nathaniel 


mouth said to mee, take notice that [ doe will 
und give what estate [ have and what is diue 
to me abrod to Nathaniel Brickit in case I com 
not again, in consideration of his kindness and 
charg,hee the said Brickit have bin at with me 
in my sikness and otherwise; and [ doe order 
Nath. Brikit to pay sum debts | owe and _ this 
is my mind and will hearin. John Michell, 


Administrat:on granted to Elizabeth the | 


ORG | 


Bricket of Newbury, and having | 
not time to finish it, the said Groe by word of 


agged about 25 years, doe testify this above 
| written. William Fannen and John Michell 
made oath to the truth of what is above writ- 
| ten before Daniel Denison, June 26, ’76.”’ 
| Richard Dole testified in substance to the 
| above in court at Salem, 27 4, °76. 
| Richard Bryer, aged 33 years, testifieth in 
} said 
| Matthew Groe was hurried away into servis 
and there he lost his life. 
“The testimony of Moses Litell, of the age 

of about 19 years, and Joseph Poore, aged 





substance to the above; mentions the 


about 22 years, this deponent sath that Mathew 
legro was a servant to Elisha Lislie when he 
| was presed for that war; that he was a cove- 
| nant servant; that he was to serve after the 


warres of an aprentis from about the beginning 


of May in the year °75 untill 2 years and 6 
months were expired to learn his tread. Sworne 
22, 1676, Daniel Denison.”’ 

An Inventory of the above estate. Amount 
£22 5 Od, and administration granted to Na- 


| thaniel Bricket 18 5, ’76. 


| before me, June 


Eleanor Robinson, 4th mo., 1676. 


The account of administiation on the estate 
of Elinor Robinson, deceased the 21st 5th mo., 
| 1675, returned by Edmon Battor. 


Peter Barron, 4th mo., 1676. 

An Inventory of the estate of Peter Barron, 
deceased this 26 November, 1675, taken by 
Nathaniel Nelson and James Dennes. Amount 
10 08 Od. Allowed 27 4, °76, and administra- 
tion granted to Elias Hendly, he to fulfill the 
mind of the deceased. 


Tho’s Alexander, 4th mo., 1676. 

“A true account of what Thomas Alexander 
left in Salem when he was prest away with 
captain Lawthrop upon the country’s service ¢"" 
taken the 30th June, 1676, by John Loomes 
and William Traske. Amount976. Allowed 


30 4, 76, and administration granted to Samu- 
el Eborn. 


Freegrace Norton, 9th mo., 1676. 


; An Inventory of the estate of Freegrace Nor- 
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ton,taken 28 March, 1676, by Walter Poyar,(?) 
Thomas Burnam Sen’r, Abraham Tilton, Eliha 
Wardal. Amount 6836. Allowed30 March, 
1676. Administration granted to John Wain- 
wright. 

Tho’s Kimball. 

An Inventory of the estate of Thomas Kim- 
ball, taken 18th May, 1676, by John Walker 
and Samuel Gage. Amount 556 3 0, and ad- 
ministration granted to Mary relict of the de- 
ceased 23 7, ’76; mentions the 8 children, the 
eldest son Richard shall have £80. 


Christ’r Waller, 9th mo., 1676. 

The Will of Christopher Waller of Salem, 
made 17 day of October, 1676, mentions wife 
Margaret—to Joseph Woodman £10 if he 
will live with my wife as he now does until 
21. LTappoint my wife Margaret ext. Wit- 
nesses, Nathaniel Felton and Edward Berry. 
Allowed 30 9, ’76. 

Eph. Skerry, 9th mo., 1676. 

An Inventory of the estate of Ephraim Skerry, 
taken the 19th 8 mo., 1676, by Francis Skerry 
and Henry Skerry junr. Amount 177 11 09d. 
Allowed 29 4, ’77; administration granted to 
Martha the relict; mentions the 3 children 
when 18 years old to have £10 each. 


Samuel Putnam, 9th mo., 1676. 


An Inventory of the estate of Samuel Put- 
nam, taken by Jacob Barney and Joshua Rea 
this 17 November, 1676. Amount 191 07 03d. 
Allowed 29 9, ’76, and administration granted 
to Elizabeth the relict of the deceased. 


John Hutchinson, 
An Inventory of the estate of John Hutch 


inson, deceased about the 2 of August, 1676, | 


taken the 8 November, by Nathaniel Ingersoll 
and Joshua Rea. Amount 27356. Allowed 
27 9 mo., 76, and administration granted to 
Sarah the relict. 

A petition of Sarah Hutchinson, the relict 
of the deceased, requesting that she may have 
the use of all the property until the child 
comes to the age of 18 years. 


vou. 11. 30a 


Micha. Lambert, 9th mo., 1676. 

An Inventory of the estate of Michael Lam- 
bert, taken by Thomas Faxax and William 
Bassett. Amount 48 13 00d; allowed 29 9 
mo., 1676, and administration granted to Elli- 
nor the relict; mentions that the deceased left 
4 children, viz: Michaell, Abigail, Moses and 
Rebecka—the sons at 21 years and maids at 18 
years, 

James Browne, 9th mo., 1676. 


The Will of James Browne of Salem, men- 
tions wife Sarah, eldest son John Browne, 1 
have already given him some and I now give 
him the estate left by Henry Bright of Water- 
town. ‘*Whereas there isa writing drawne 
betweene my said wife and my son James 
Browne, bearing date 10 March, 1672, wherein 
on my wife’s part, all the houseing and land ly- 
ing in Newbery, given and bequeathed to my 
said wife by her father, John Cutting deceased, 
in his last will and testament, are made over 
to my said son James Browne ;’’ son Samuel 
my dwelling house with so much of the ground 
belonging thereunto, beginning next to Samu- 
ell Pickworth grounds and from thence north:- 
erly, to take in one pole beyond, on the north 
side of the barne and so right crost the ground 
from the highways to John Gedney deceased 
his ground, to have and to hold; son Abraham 
under age he to pay his 4 youngest sisters, 
viz: Anna, Mary, Abigail and Martha when 
18 or married, daughter Sarah Beasly. I ap- 
point my wife Sarah executrix and my brother 
Nicholas Noyce and Mr. Hilliard Veren Sen’r 
overseers ; witnesses, Hilliard Veren Sen. and 
Samuel Pickworth. Allowed 29 9, ’76. 





An Inventory of the estate of James Browne 
Senr, who deceased ye 3 day of November, 
1676, taken 30th of November by Nicholas 
Noyce and Nathaniell Beadle. Amount £119 
208 06. Allowed 26 4, ’77. 
| John Porter, 9th mo., 1676. 
| An Inventory of the estate of John Porter 
| Senior of Salem, taken 22d of September, 1676. 
; Amount 2570 12 00d. Allowed 30 9, 1676; 
returned by Mary the relict and exctx. 
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Thos. Skillin, March, 1676-7. | 


An Inventory of the estate of Thomas Skil- | 
lin, who deceased December 30th, at Salem, 
1676, taken by Francis Neale and Henry Wil- | 
liams. Amount 17 03 00d. Allowed 14th 


all things of min on carnall or corrupte natur 
in or of myself, in any natur or means in all 
or in part to my Justification but to Jesus 
Christ alon, my only and alon mediator, aduo- 


cat and intersessor at ye throne of grase and alon 
” *o 


March, 1676-7, and administration granted to propisiation for all my sinnes. Ist John 2, 2. 


Mary the relict of ye deceased. 


John White, 4th mo., 1677. 

An Inventory of the estate of John White, a 
Taylor, late deceased in the house of Mr. Wil- 
liam Southend, taken ye 28th of April, 1677-8, 
by Edward Grove, Nicholas Manning and 
Thomas Bridge. Amount 5 1 Od. Allowed 
26 4, 77, and administration granted to sd 
Southend. 


Jeffrey Massey, 4th mo., 1677. 

The Will of Jeffery Massey Sen’r of Salem, 
dated 6 9 mo., 1676, mentions Ellin his wife, 
to son John Massey and his wife Sarah. I ap- 
point sone John Massey executor and Henry 
Skerry Sen’r and Francis Skerry, they are also 
the witnesses. Allowed 29 4, 1677. 

An ‘Inventory of the Estate of Jeffery Mas- 


of the 25 of the 9th month,’76,taken by Henry 
Skerry Sen’r and Francis Skerry. 
163 12 6d.”’ 


Amount 


Edmond Needham, 4th mo., 1677. 


‘The will and Last Testament of Edmund 
Needham of Lyn in Nu England, being, blessed 
be God, in his perfect knowledge, memory and 
understanding tho otherwise ill in Body, mak 
ye writin by min on hand and according to 
min on mind to my children and grandchildren 
as follows, and 

‘First, I humbly Desire my only true God, 
maker and creator of heaven, ye earth, the sea 
and all that istherein, (7 Exodus 20,11. Psalms 
95, 3,4, 5, and 146,5, 6. Jonah 1, 9,4) 


and me his most poor and unworthy creature 
amungst ye Rest and to resone my poor and 
unworthy soull of his moor pur and only free 
Grace and love for ye sake of his only and well 
beloved son Jesus Christ sake alone, excluding 





‘‘Next, I desiar and impower my son Esekiel 
Needham, my true and lawfull executor to this 
my last will and Testiment, to se my body 
desently and Christianly burried as near my 
old wife, being his on mother, as may be. 

‘‘Next,I give to my son Daniell Needham be- 
side all the housing, dwelling house he now 
dwells in, Barn and all ye out housing, all ye 
Lands that was laid out to him, planting lands, 
uplands and salt marsh, made conditionally as 





in a deed to him expressed towards my main- 
| tenance while I live in this world; and also ye 
bedstead yt stands in my best bedroom with 
| ye bed I leve him and two blankets and the 
curtains Valence belonging to it, and to his five 
children fiue yu sheep, yt is tosay, John Need- 
ham on and Ezekiel Needham on and judar 
Needham on(e) and Mary Needham on and 
Elizabeth Needham on. 

‘Next, I give to my sun Ezekiell Needham all 
the Vpland and fresh and salt medo on both 
sides ye river and all the rest of my movables 
on the considerations mentioned in a deed to 
me, yet he should provide for me and my wife 
upon then the was living all things nessessary 
and convenient that we stood in need of for 
our comfortable livelyhood in health and sick- 
ness while we live here in this world every way 
sutabell to our old age and several condissions, 
and all my movables I give to him besides what 
as he my son Ezekiell Needham my Lawfull 
Executor hath discharged yet to doctors and all 
other if any ar debted or demand what svever 
ytany can imply demand of me and allso 
my children and grandchildren’s legasies in 
this my will expressed and then all the rest to 
be as his on proper goods ; that is to say, my 
son Ezekiell Needham’s own proper goods, as 
proper to him as ever they were proper to me, 
and to his too (two) children to keepe. 
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«Next, give to my dafter Hannah Dinen and | 
her to children Twenty-Five pounds, to be paid 
them half in cattell and ye rest in goods and 
honest sufisient pay, that is to say, fifteen 
pounds to herself present if living or ellst to 
her husband if he be living after her and five 
pounds to her dafter Hannah Armitage and 
five pounds to her last borne son John Dinon 
when they shall come to age; but if any one | 
of them shall dy before they com to age the 
longest liver of them to have ye holl ten pounds, | 
but if they both dye then their mother to have | 
ye holl ten pounds at ye time yt if they had 
lived should come to age, but if ye mother and | 
her son and dafter should all three dye then 
iny son Ezekiell Need 





to have ye holl ten 
pounds, only giving ye one halt of it, that is 
to say, five pounds of it to his Brother my son 
Daniell Needham. 

‘Next, I give unto my son-in-Lawe Samuell 
Ilart’s children—first to his dafter-in-Law born | 
of her first husband Elizabeth How but now 
by marriage Elizabeth Hardwell, on yo sheep, 
next to his oldest sun Samuell Hart on cow and 
on yo sheep, ye sheep not exeding four years 
old—next to Joseph Hart one yo sheep. next to 
Abigall Hart one yo sheep and thirty shillings 
mor in goods and lawfull pay for her great car | 
of me in my sickness besides the pay yt I shal! 
give her for ye tim she staid wth me, and to | 
his dafter Rebeck Hart one yo sheep, all the 
sheep not exceeding four years old. 


‘‘Next,1 give to my son-in-law Joseph Mans- 
field’s children, first his son Joseph Mansfield 
one yo sheep, and to his next son John Mans- 
field, wth [ have brot up ever since his child- 
hood till now he is about fifteen years old, to | 
him this John Mansfield 1 give on cow and on | 
yo sheep not exceeding four years old, and to 
his dafter Elizabeth Wheat on yo sheep, and to 
Deborah Mansfield on yo sheep. 


| 

| 

‘+ And further,this I ad as a codasell or breefe | 

inventory to this my last will and testament | 
that my sun Ezekiell Needham, my Lawful 
Executor, shall not be put to any oath or oathes 
at any court or any manner or intent what 





soever, therefor I have set this according to 
min own valuation of my holl estate, and if 
this will not save him from any oath in court 
he shall safly swer that yt 1s all my holl 
estate. J having firmly given him as his on 
propar estate as if it had never bin min, so son 


as ever ye breat is out of my body and [ quite 


dead all ye rest. I well knowing yt he canot 
give any just othat wth out wronging his con- 
sience, as | only know how my estate lieth and 
this min on valuation or inventory a following: 

‘*Pirst, all my housing,barn and out housing 
and all my lands wth all the range of ston wall 
fensing £400 0 0d; to holl peses of baies on 
red and ye other of ye collar of a chesnut on 
or to and forty yards apease at ye lest £12 00 
00; on holl peese of red peniston on or to and 
forti yards long at ye lest £6 00; 3 parsells of 
Canvis now about on hundred yards and other 


| parselles of linin cloth and Calico £10 00 00; 


my silver watch and silver box and other silver 
cupes and spoones and othar plate £15 00 00d ; 
My clock ytstriks and anothar wach and larum 
that dus not strik £5 00 00d; sum putar, sum 
old and sum new £2 00 00d; sum _ parselles of 
Carsies and sum parsells of serges and my 
waring clothes £26 00 00d; sum pots and ket- 
tles and tramels and clothes and bedsteed £7 
00 00; beds and beding £7 00 00; Debts iy 
old England in suffisient Bonds and most in 
Abell More’s hands as the company of ye mar- 
chant adventures and another like it as a great 


| rith citizen fit for an Alderman of London, tho 


they do what they can to deseue us, yt is to 
say, my brothers and sisters to whom they o 
us abou three thousand pounds £600. 


3 s d 
400 0 0 
if 0 4 
06 0 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 
26 9 
25 0 0 
7 8.6 
7 209 
600 


1090 
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and one horse yt was forgut x3 rest wth that under it bloted owt ; all thes imter- 
and 4 cows and to young bul- lines were dun by me betore it was either signed 
locks forgot also £17 or sealed, and yt this is the last will and testa- 
and 20 sheepe forgot allso £7 ment of me Edmond Needham; in lin the 
— Lin in New England. 
to be added to this inventory 27 Edmond Needham, Seal. 
to all with this addition is £1117 : : e yh 
‘This addition was made before it was signed | **Witnes ys testify to it follow, viz: Signed, 
or sealed or confirmed by the witnesses. | seled and confirmed in ye presence of us, 
But as for this debt in old England yt is Rich. Walker, 
sumthing unsartain what my to aturnies in Ralph King. 


England, bemg my to Brothers, may get forme | ‘‘The above written is proved by the oath of 
and themsellves with sumthing more yt may , the sd Richard Walker and Ralph King, whoe 
be coming both to themselves and me 1 desire | Were witnesses and present when the said Ed- 
to leve it to my children in ye best order as I mor. Needham did sign, seale and declare the 
‘an amongst them. Thus first I institut my | 84me as his last will and testiment and that 
sun Ezekiell Needham my Lawfull executor | there is not later will of his that they know of, 
and lawfull aturny in this in this business as | in court at Salem 29 4, 1677. 

in min on stead and in min on Nam as in mine Attest, Hilliard Veren, Clk.” 


vn person to look ye best after it as possible he = — 
can and what ever shall com over of it with ye aah Spree, SR sn., TNT 


charge about it discharged then for evar twenti | The will of Elizabeth Spooner of Salem, 33 
pounds yt shall cum thus safe into his hands he | July, 1673, mentions son-in-law John Rarke 
shall pay unto his brother Daniell Needham if | encoutor—our Reverant father Mr. John Hig- 
he be living six pounds, and to his sister Han- aempanille:, *gcioag Mangitt Ruse ae me“ 
nah Dinen four pounds if living or ells ye four wad — Thomas Clark ot Combsig. =e 
pounds to her to children Hannah Armitage | widow Elisabeth Guay tess gueddil- 
and John Dinen if they be living and their dren daftors, Elisabeth Osborn end wer 
mother dead or ells to ¢o ether on of them if on | Rurke and Sarah Rurke, my young grandchild 
should be living and ye other dead. | John Osborn Jun’r—my grandchildren Hanna 

‘And Further,if this my will not satisfy any | and Sara and John and Thomas Rarke—my 
Court or Courts, man or men whatsoever wth | 8°? Rurke and his five children, Elizabeth, Sa- 
out my sun Ezekicll Needham my lawful exe- | Fah, Hanna, John and Thomas Rurke, woah 
eutor’s oath to my wholl estate, then my will | he had by my daughter Hanna Spooner. Ww it- 
is that my son Ezekiell Needham my lawfull | "8 Hannah Rucke and John Rucke Junior 
executor shall safly mak oath yt this is my holl Allowed 26 1 mo., °77. 
estate, I having fully and wholy disposed of all | An Inventory of Widdow Elizabeth Spooner, 
the rest in my life as it had never ben min, for | deceased 1676, taken 6 March, 1676-7, by 
other wise | cannot see hou he shoudd mak | Hilliard Veren Sen'r, Richard Rix. Amount 
othr wth out ronging his consience, my estate | £302 16s 8d. 
lying as it dos, wth is only best known to my | Wm. Barber. 4th 167 
eclf. m. Barber, mo., 1677. 

‘The words interlined are in lin ye8 andim- | An Inventory of the estate of William Bar- 
powar; andin lin 11 to Aim; and lin ye 14 | bars, taken by Ruth Knott, Robert Bartlett 
my; and lin 15 a; and lin 18 a//so, and lin 21 and John Mactain. Amount 25 13 00. Al- 
Hanah ; and lin 26 brothar ; and lin ye 27 Sam- | lowed 29 4, °77, and administration granted 


uell Hart; and lin 37 yt is; and lin 38 all ye to Elizabeth ye relict. 
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PHILIP ENGLISH. 
PART SECOND. 
The Prosecution of Philip English and his wife for 
Witchcraft. 





BY GEORGE F. CHEVER. 





Continued from Vol. II, Page 204. 


We shall give the examinations of the 22d, 


itual wickedness—attempted. There can be 
no reasonable doubt that all those arrested on 
the 2lst April, as those previously, were be 
lieved to be concerned in that plot—to have 
been present at great witch meetings, with that 
object in view—the assistants of the Devil in 
a crime, which, for breadth, depth, and extent, 
was unparalleled in the history of iniquity. 


We commence with the examination of De- 
| liverance Hobbs :— 


and this confession of Mrs. Hobbs made subse- | 


quent to it, but desire the reader to bear in | 


mind the statements of the afflicted on the 22d 
as to the great witch meeting, since the exami- 
nations themselves do not reveal those state- 
ments. It is only by the abstract of the mag- 
istrates, in Good’s case, that we really know 
what complaints vr accusations were made by 
the afflicted on the 22d against the then accused, 
over and above those which appear on record, 
It is well to bear in mind also, that the real 


charges against the accused were their partici- | 


pations in the plot against the Church, and 
that this was the final crime*—the great spir- 


*Though witchcraft was acrime punishable by | 


Civil Statutes, yet, in its origin, it was of a spiritual 
nature, and thus came especially under the cogni- 
zance of the church. Under the theocratic govern- 
ment of the Jews it was, of course, wholly under the 
control of the Church, which was, in fact, the State. 
The Puritan Government, though not, like the Jew- 
ish, directly theocratic, was more or less so indirect- 
ly; and there is some reason to suppose that the 
civil government of New England punished the crime 
of witchcraft rather in the behalf of, and for the 
church, than otherwise. The opinions of the clergy 
were especially sought in reference to the subject of 
witcheraft in 1692, and evidently had great weight, 
both with the government and people. 


the government in the course taken, but Cotton 
Mather, the Divine. We may safely conclude, in- 
deed, that the spiritual witchcraft plot against the 
Church took precedence of the civil crime against 
the State—included it, in fact, as the greater crime 


includes the lesser—and that this is the true view to | 


be taken of the witchcraft, as it was regarded in 
1692; and we mention this with no disposition to 
vou. 11. 31 


It was not a | 
civilian who was especially authorized to publish the | 
account of the witchcraft trials at Salem, and justify | 


oo 


Examination of Deliverance Hobbs, 22 April, 
1692, 

At a court held at Salem Village by John 

| Hauthorn, Jonah Corwin, Esq’rs. 
Mercy Lewes do you know her that stands 
| at the Bar, (for the Magistrates had privately 
ordered who should be brought in and not suf- 
Do you know 


fered he name to be mentioned.) 
her? speaking to another; but both were 
struck dumb. 

Ann Putnam jun’r said it was Goody Hobbs 
and she hath hurt her much. 

John Indian said he had seen her and she 
choake him. 

Mary Walcot said yesterday was the first 
time that she saw her i. e. as a Tormenter. 

Why do you hurt these persons? 

It is unknown to me. 

How come you to commit acts of witcheraft? 

1 know nothing of it. 

It is you or your appearance, [or spectre,] 
how comes this about? Tell us the truth. 
| I cannot tell. 

Tell us what you know in this case. 
hurts them if you do not? 


Who 


There are a great many Persons hurt us all. 


But it is your appearance. 

I do not know it. 
blame the clergy of that period—only as an appa- 
rent historic fact, and from a desire t )reach the truth 
of history. 

There is good reason indeed to believe that the 
witchcraft of 1692 was neither more nor less than 
heresy, which, inthe estimation of the more formal 
| churchmen of that day, was sincerely, but fanatical- 
| ly considered as witchcraft. 
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Have not you consented to it, that theyshould _‘I have done nothing. 
he hurt? What, have you resolved you will not con- 
No. in the sight of God and man as [ shall fess? Hath anybody threatened you if you du 
answer another day. confess? You can tell how this change comes 
It is said you were afflicted. how came that She lookt upon John Indian and then anoth- 
bout ? er, and then they fell into fits. 
I have seen sundry sights. Tell us the reason of this change? Tell us 
What sights. the truth. What have you done ? 
Last Lord’s day in this meeting house and I cannot speak. 
nit of the door [ saw a great many birds, cats What do you say? What have you done? 
and dogs, and heard a voice say come away. I cannot tell. 
W hat have you seen since? | Have you signed to any book? 
The shapes of severall persons. | It is very lately then. 
What did they say? When was it? 
Nothing. The night before the last. 
What neither birds nor persons ? Will the Lord open your heart to confess 
No. | the truth. Who brought the book to you? 
What persons did you see? It was Goody Wilds. 
Goody Wilds and the shape of Mercy Lewes. What did you make your mark with in the 
What is that? Did cither of them hurt book? 
you. Pen and Ink. 
None but Goody Wilds, who tore me almost Who brought the Pen and Ink? 
to pieces. They that brought the book, Goody Wilds. 
Where was you then? | Did they threaten you if you did not sign it 
In bed. | Yes, to teare me in pieces. 
Was not the book brought to you to sign? Was there any else in company ? 
No. No, sir. 
Where not you threatened by anybody, if What did you afflict others by? Did they 
you did not signe the book? bring images? 
No. by nobody. Yes. 
What were you tempted to under your af- Did not you hurt that child — 
flietion ? Yeo. 
[ was not tempted at all. | Where be those images, at your house ? 
Is it nota solemn thing, that last Lord's No, they carried them away again. 
‘lay you were tormented and now you are be- When? 
come a tormentor, 80 that you have changed They carried some then and some since. 
sides. how comes this to pass ? Was it Goody Wild in body, or appearance ? 


Abig. Williams and Ann Putnam jun’r In appearance. 


cryed out there is Goody Hobbs upon the; Was there any man with them? 


Beam, she is not ut the Bar, they cannot see; Yes, a tall black man with an high crown’d 
her there: though there she stood. hat. 


What do you say to this, that tho’ you are 
at the bar in person yet they see your appear- | 
ance upon the beam, and whereas a few days 

ast you were tormented, now you are become : oe 
pass ys : ena © | during her examination after once she began 


1 tormentor. Tell us how this change comes. | ¢, confesse, tho’ at sundry times they were 
Tell true. | much afflicted till then. 


Do you know no more of them? 
No, sir. 


Note.—All the sufferers free from affliction 
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Note.—Whereas yesterday at Deacon Inger- | 


sols, Mary Walcot and Abig. Williams cryed 
there stands Goody Hobbs, showing also where 
Benjamin Hutchinson struck at her with a Ra- 
pier, and the afflicted that is the said Mary 
and Abigail said oh you have struck her on 
the right side. Whereupon the Magistrates 
asking her after the publik examination whith- 
er she had received any hurt yesterday, she 
said yes, in her right ‘side like a Prick, and 
that it was very sore and done when she was in 
a Trance, telling us also in what house and 
room it was done. Whereupon the magis- 
trates required some women to search it, who 
found it so as she had confessed. Also a little 
after the said prick in her side, she had som- 
what in her left eye like dust, wceh agrees with 
what the afflicted farther said that Benja. 
Hutchinson afterwards touched her eye with 
the same Rapier and said pointing to the place 
there was a mark which the marshall being by 
said so there was. 

Salem Village, Aprill 22d, 1692. Mr. Sam’ll 
parris being desired to take in writing ye ex- 
amination of Deliverance hobs hath delivered 
itt as aforesaid. 

And vypon hearing the same and seeing what 
we did see together with the charge of the 
aflicted persons against them, We Committed 
her. Joun Harnorne. 
[Vol. Salem Witcheraft, pages 473-4-5-6.] 

(Note.—The ‘‘appearance” of Goody Hobbs ‘‘on 
the beam,” that is, the wooden berm or rafter of 
the building, was her “spectre’—which spectral 
shape is sometimes called an ‘‘appearance,” to 
distinguish it from the actual body of the accused. 
In this examination Mrs. Hobbs, it will be noticed, 
accuses Mrs. Wildes pertinaciously, and it is well to 
remember, therefore, what Ephraim Wildes, her son, 
strongly intimates was the motive of Mrs. H for ac 
cusing his mother—viz: out of revenge for his (as 
Constable of the town of Topsfield) arresting Mrs. 
Hobbs herself! 

It is stated, in the beginning of this examination, 
that the magistrates had privately ordered Mrs. 
Hobbs to be brought in, and her name not to be men- 
tioned, so as to see whether the afflicted would know 
their tormentor. Mercy Lewis and another sufferer, 
who were asked by the magistrates it they knew her, 
were very conveniently struck dumb. 
however, said ‘it is Goody Hobbs.” Her knowledge 
may be accounted for, however, in the same way that 
the afflicted one knew Captain John Alden when he 
was examined. See note page 142.] 





Mrs. H. may have consulted with her daugh- 
ter Abigail in prison, and learned somewhat 
of the drift of events, and shaped her own 
course accordingly. She first charged Mrs. 
Wildes, Merey Lewis and Sarah Osburn. She 
may have charged Mrs. Wildes out of revenge 
—also Mercy Lewis, who, in the warrant for 
her (Mrs. H.’s) arrest Aad accused her! We 
now append her subsequent confession, taken 
the 3d May—the 
effect of which confession must have been ter- 


most probably about 
rible; not only on the parties directly impli- 
cated and named therein, but on all their as- 
sociates—among whom were Mr. and Mrs, Eng- 
lish. ‘This confession, however, must be really 
credited to the accusers of that day, who ou 
the 22d April accused various persons of plot- 


rainst the church. Mrs. Hobbs was for 


ting ag 
saving her own life, most probably, and ready 
tv confess anything with that object in view, 


and so made the following confession : 


The first Examination of Deliverance Hobbs in 
prison. 

She continued in the free acknwledging her- 
selfe to be a Covenant Witeh, and farther Con- 
fesseth She was warned to a meeting yesterday 
morning and that there was present Proctor 
and his wife, Goody Nurse, Giles Cory and his 
wife, Goody Bishop alias Oliver and Mr. Bur- 
roughs was ye Preacher, and prest them to he- 
witche all in the Village, telling them they 
should do it gradually and not all at once, ar- 
sureing them they should prevaile. Tle adimin- 

istered the sacrement unto them at the same 
time, with Red Bread and Red Wine like Blood, 
she affirms she saw Osburn, Sarah Good, Goody 
Wilds; Goody Nurse and Goody Wilds dis- 
tributed the bread and Wine, anda man ina 
long crowned white Hat sat next ye minister 
and they sat seemingly ata Table, and They 
filled out the wine in Tankards. 
| this meeting was given her by Goody wilds. 
| She herself affirms did not or would not Eat 
nor drink, but all the Rest did who were there 
| present, therefore they threatened to torment 
her. 


The notice ot 


Ann Putnam, | 


The meeting was in the Pasture by Mr 
arris’ house and she saw when Abigail Wil- 
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liams ran vut to speak with them. But by | 
that Time Abigail was come a little distance 
from the House. This Examinant was struck | 
blind, so that she saw not with whome Abigal | 
spake. She further saith, that Goody Wilds 

to prevail with her to signe, told her that if 
she would put her hand to the book she wld 

give her sume Cloaths, and would not afflict 

Hir daughter Abigal Hobbs 
being brought in att the same time while her 


her any more. 


mother was present was immediately taken 
with a dreadful fitt, and her mother being 
asked who it was that hurt her daughter an- 


swered it was Goodman Cory, and she saw him | 


and the gentlewoman of Boston striving to 
break her Daughter’s neck. 
Witchcraft, page 477.] 
{Nore.—The meeting named above was one of the 
church meetings of Satan and the Witches. The man 
ina long crowned white hat was the Devil himself, and 
Rev. Mr. Burroughs acted as his Chaplain or Preach- 
er. Though Satan was believed to be descending upon 
the Colony in all his rage,and with all his army of hor- 
rible Devils,yet it is a noticeable circumstance that he 
often appeared at witch meetings in a very simple 


manner—unattended by any pomp or display, or ret- | 


inue of evil angels,or devils—sometimes appearing as 
a tawny or white man, but with a high crowned hat 
upon his head—the sole insignia of his royalty. 

It must be remembered, upon reading this confes- 


sion of Mrs. Hobbs, what motives she was supposed | 


to have for accusing Mrs. Wildes, who is very prom- 
inently accused in it.] 

We now come to the examination of Wm. 
Hobbs. The original paper is mutilated in 
parts, but not very materially. John Hathorne 
seems to have been the examining magistrate. 


of Wm. Hobbs 
Court, 1692. 


Examination at the same 
Hath this man hurt you. 

Severall answered yes. 

Goody Bibber said no. 


What say you, are you guilty or not? 

I can speak in the presence of God safely as 
I may look to give account another day, that I 
am as clear as a new born babe. 

Clear of what? 


‘Vol. Salem | 





Of witchcraft. 

Have you never hurt these? 

No. 

Have you not consented that they should be 
hurt? 

Abigail Williams said she was going to Mer- 
cy Lewes and quickly after said Lewes was 
seized with a fit. Then said Abigail cryed he 
is coming to Mary Walcot and said Mary pres- 
ently fell into a fit also. 

How can you be clear when the children 
saw something come from you and afflict these 
persons ? 

Then they fell into fitts and halloo’d and 
suffered greatly. 

er wife before you God wa 
| open her mouth and she ha 
| fession and you seem to 
before us. 
I am clear of any witch. 
What do you call it, and overlooking of 
You look upon them and they are hurt 


| them? 
| none [some ?] of them. 
| Then they all tell into great fits againe. 
When were you at any public Religious 
meeting. 
Not a pretty while. 
Why 80? 
| Because I was not well. I hada distemper 
| that none knows. 
Can you act witchcraft here and by casting 
your eyes turn folks into fits. 
You may judge your pleasure my soul is 
clear. 
Do you not see you hurt these by your look. 
No. Ido not know it. 
You did not answer to that question. 
don’t you overlook them ? 
No. I don’t overlook them. 
What do you call that way of looking upon 
persons striking them downe? 
You may judge your pleasure. 
Well but what do you call it? 
It was none of I. 
Who was it then? 
I cannot tell who they are. 














persons and immediately hurt persons. 

Abig. Williams said he is going to hurt Mer- 
cy Lewes and immediately said Mercy tell into 
a fit and divers others. 

Can you now deny it? 

I can denv it to mv dying day. 


is any reading of the scripture in your family. 
He denyed it. 
Nath’l Ingersol and Tho. Haynes testifyed 
that this Hobbs’ daughter had tuld them so. 
As soon as your daughter Abigail aud aft 


ing [torturing?] and so would you if you woald 
confess : can you still deny that you are guilty? 
[am not guilty. 
If you put away God’s ordinances, no won- 


his counsell. 
rition ? 
No sir. 
Did you never pray to the Devill that your 
daughter might confess no more ? 
No sir. 
Who do you worship? 
I hope I worship God only. 
Where? 
In my heart. 
But God requires outward worhip 
not worship him in publick, nor 
worship him in my heart. 
worship him in your family 
amily speak the truth 
not given the Devil advant 
you thereby? 





He was silent a considerable space then said 
yes. 

Have you not known a good while how that 
your daughter was a witch. 

No, sir. 

Do you think she is a witeh now. 

I do not know. 


truth. 
I do not know anything of that nature. 
vou. 1. 31a 
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Why they say they see you going to hurt 


W hat is the reason you go away when there | 


to-day your wife confessed they lett for tun- | 


der that the Devil prevails with you to keep | 
Have you never had any appa- | 


Well if you desire mercy from God own the 








What do you think these people aile? 
More than ordinary. 
But what more than ordinary? 

silent. 





Why do you not aaswer what its they aile ? 
I do not know what they aile. [am sorry. 
It is none of I. 
What do you think they aile? 
| ‘There is more than ordinary. 
What is that? 
| JT cannot tell. 
Do you think they are bewitcht. 
| I cannot tell. 
| Now tell your wife and daughter o— 
| Did you not give consent that these should 
| be hurt. 
Never in my dayes. 


| 


| What do you think cused your wife she was 





there the other day. 
nal God in Heaven knows. 
know that. We do not ask that. 
ther you do not know what cused 
t till [ know nothing. 
man said he told me that if his wife 
not write in the book he would kill her. 
was the same time that she did signe 
ppears by the time of her appearing as a 
ember of Mr. Parris’ family and others. 
Did you not say 80? 
I never said so. 
Salem Village, Aprill 22d, 1692. 
| [Vol. Salem Witchcraft, pages 199—200-3.] 
| Nore.—It will be perceived that there are som 
| breaks in this written examination. owing to the |. s 
of a small portion of the original document. ] 





| The examination of Mrs. Easty was had at 
the same place and date, before Justices Hath- 
orne and Corwin, and we herewith append 
| it: 
| The Examination of Mary Eastie, 

At a Court held at Salem Village 22 Apr., 1692. 
By the Wo’p John Hathorne and Jonathan 
Corwin. 

At the bringing in of the accused several! 
fell into fits. 
| Doth this woman hurt you? 
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many mouths were stopt and several otrer | Ann Puinam, afterwerds Betty Habberd, eryed 


fits seized them. | out Oh, Goody Easiy, Goody Easiy you are 


Abig. Williams said it was Goody Eastia | 
and she had ivurt her, ibe like said Mary Wal- | 
cot and Avn Poinam. Jobn jackeon said he | 
saw her with Goody Hobbs. 

What do you say, are you guiliy? 

I con say Deore Christ Jesus I am free. 

You sve these accuse you. 

There is a God. 

Hath she brought the book to you? 

Their mouths were stopt. 

what have you dove to these cbildren? 

I know nothing. 

How can you say you know nothing, when 
you sce these tormented and eccuse you that 
you kuow nothing? 

Wovld you have me accuse myself? 

Yes, if you be guilty. 

How far have you complyed wth Satan 
wrereby be takes this advantage agst you ? 

Sir, Lrever complyed but prayed against | 
him all my days. Ihave no complyance with 
Satan, in this. What would you have me do? 

Confess if you be guilty. 

I will say it, if it was my last time, 1 am 
clear of tivis sia. 

Of what sin? 

Of witchcraft. 

Are you certain this is the woman? 

Never a one could speak for fits. 

By and by Ann Putnam said that was the 
woman, it was like her and she told me her 
name. 

It is marvailous to me that you should some- 
times think they are bewitched and sometimes 
not. when severall confess that they have been 
guilty of bewitching them. 

Well Sir would you have me confess that 
that I never knew? 

Her hands were clinchd together end then 
the hands of Mercy Lewis was clincht. 

Look now your hands are open, her hands 
are open. 

Is thia the woman? 


the woman, you are the woman. 


Put up her head, for wiile her head is bowed 


the necks of these are broken. 


What do you szy to this? 

Why God will know 

Ney God knows now. 

I know he does. 

What did you think of the actions of others 
before your sisters came out, did you think it 
was witchcraft? 

I cannot tell. 

Why do you not vbink it is witchcraft. 

It is an evil spirit, but wither it be witch- 
craft I do not know. 

Severall said she brought them the Book and 

then they fell into fits. 
Salem Village, March 24th, 1691-2. 

Mr. Sam’ll parris being desired to take in 

wrighting the Examination of Mary Eastie 
hath deliuered itt as aforesaid. Upon heare- 
ing the aforesaid, and seeing what we did then 
see, together with the Charge of the persons 
then present, We Committed sd Mary Eastie to 
their Majests Goale. 

Joun Hatnorne, @ Sinden 

JONATHAN CoRWIN, §~ : 

[Vol. Salem Witchcraft, pages 333-4-5.] 

Note.—It was very common at these examinations 
for the afflicted to fall at the sight of the accused— 
that is, by the power of their evil eye—and this 
poisonous influence was conveyed back again to their 
tormentors by their touching the afflicted—the latter 
being then able to rise. This for a time was consid- 
ered as proof against theaccused. The eye has been, 
from ancient times, considered as the chief seat or 
organ of witchcraft. 

The ancient Naturalists thought the Basilisk killed 
other animals by staring at them. Plutarch writes 
of persons having such a poison in their eyes as to 
fascinate thereby their friends and acquaintances. 
Tully writes of women who had two apples [pupils] in 
one eye that always did mischief by their mere looks. 
Pliny speaks of a people that killed folks by looking 
on them, and he adds that they had two apples io 
eacheye. It wasanciently thought by some that the 
eye could emit optic spirits, or a natural poison or 





They made signs but could not speak, but 


contagion, and so bewitch, fascinate, and destroy. 
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Witches were supposed to have such eyes. Pliny | 


relates of the Thib‘ans that they had such eyes, and 
were a people that could not be drowned. (See In- 
crease Mather’s Cases of Conscience concerning Witch- 
crafts, pages 41-2-3.) 

The examination of Sarah Wildes took place 
on the 22d, and et the village, and before Jus- 


tices Hathorne and Corwin, and we herewith | 


append the account of it :— 

The examination of Sarah Wilds ata Court 
held at Salem Village, 1692, by the wo’ps 
Jobvn Hathorn and Jonathan Corwin. 

The Sufferers were seized with sou [fitts as 
soon as?] the accused came into the Court. 

Hath this woman hurt you? 

Oh she is vpou the beam. 

Goody Bivber that never saw her before says 
sve saw ber now upon the beam and then said 
Bibber fell into a fit. 

What say you to this are you guilty or not? 

I am not guilty Sir. 

Is this ye woman? speaking to the afflicted. 

They all, or most said yes, and then fell into 
fits. 

Wuat do you say, are you guilty. 

I thank God, I am free. 

Here is a clear evidence that you have been 
not only a Tormentor but that you have cause 
done {some ?] to signe the book, the night before 
Jast. What you say to this? 

I never saw the book in my life and I never 
saw these persons before. 

Some of the afflicted fell into fits. 

Do you deny this thing that is. 

All fell into fits and confirmed that the ac- 
cused hurt them. 

Did you never consent that these should be 
hurt? 

Never in my life. 

She was charged by some with hurting John 
Herrick’s mother. 

The accused denyed it. 

Capt. How gave in a relation and conforma- 
tion of the charge made. 

She was ordered to be taken away and they all 
cryed out she was upon the Beam and fell in- 
to fits. [Vol. Salem Witchcraft, pages 198-9.) 





{Nore —One Goody Bibber [or Vibber] appears 
| asan accuserinthis examination—as one of those 
| who fell into fits, &e. There is some testimony on 
tie records as to the character of this woman. John 
and Lydia Porter, Joseph Fowler, Thomas and Sarah 
Jucobs, and Richard Walker gave this as the sum of 
| her character in their depositions. She was an un- 
ruly, turbulent woman—would have strange fits 
when she was crost—was double tongued—very idle 
| in her calling—mischiet making—very much given 
| tospeaking bad words against her husband—an ill- 
wisher—obscene in her language—and could fall into 
“fitts” whenever she pleased See Vol. Salem 
Witcheraft, pp. 488-9, for their charges against her. 
Yet this woman appeared as an accuser in ten cases! } 


No papers relating to the examination of 
Edward Bishop and wife, Mary Black, or Mary 
| English are now to be found. Nehemiah Ab- 
| bot disappears from the scene somewhat mys- 
| teriously, and was, perhaps, cleared of the crime 
| by the accusers. Undoubtedly Mr. B. and the 
remaining parties, excepting Abbot, were ex- 
amined, for they were all committed* to prison 
There is a tradition in the family of Mrs. Eng- 


| 
| 


* Calef (pages 202-3) gives the form of the ‘‘mit- 
timus” by which these parties were sent to prison on 
the 22d, of which the following is a copy:— 


To their Magesties’ Goal-Keeper in Salem: 

You are in their Majesties’ names hereby required to 
take into your care and safe custody the bodies of Wi- 
LIAM Hogs and Deporan (Deliverance) his wife, Ma- 
ry Easty, the wife of Isaac Easty, and SARAH, the 
wife of Joun WILD, all of TopsrieLp; and Epwarp 
Bisnoe of SaALeM-VILLAGE, husbandman; and Saran 
his wife, and Mary Buack,a negro of Lieutenant 
NATHANIEL PuTNAM of SALEM-VILLAGE; also Many 
Enauish, the wife of Poitie Enouisu, Merchant in 
Salem; who stand charged with agh Suspicion of Sun- 
dry acts of Witchcraft, done or committed by them late- 
ly upon the bodies of ANN Putnam, Mary (Mercy) 
Lewis and ABIGAIL WILLIAMS, of SALEM-VILLAGE; 
whereby great hurt and damage hath been done to the 
bodies of said persuns, according to the complaint of 
Taomas PutnaM and Joun Buxton of SaLem-Vi- 
LAGE, exhibited SaLem, APRIL 21, 1692, appears, whom 
you are to secure in order to ther further examination. 
Fail not. 





Joun Hatnorn, 
Jona CuRWIN, 


Dated Satem, Apri 22, 1692. 


; Assistants. 





Re a. as 
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lish, that she was placed in a room, separated 
by only a thin partition from the examining 
Judges, and heard the examinations and took | 
some notes of the questions they asked the ac- 
eused ; and, when her turn came, demanded of 
the Judges whether such a course was lawful, 
and told them their decision should be reviewed 
by the Superior Courts or Judges. It may be 
that this tradition is true, since Mrs. English 
had given herself up for lost when first arrested, 
and told the officer, after having bade adieu to 
her family, ‘‘that she was ready to die.’’ She 
expected death—prepared herself for it, and 
may have felt that courage which such a des- 
perate belief would naturally create. She was 
a woman of a cultivated mind and firm char- 
acter, and the tradition is not improbable. 

The examinations* of those who preceded 
her will, however, with but little imagination, 
reproduce her own, and we shall only append 


to her case, therefore, the deposition of Susan- | 


nah Sheldon, evidently taken Lefore the Grand 
Jury, and as against Bridget Bishop, in which, 
however, Mrs. English figures as a witch, and 
in no good company. It must be remembered 
too, that at that time she was a church mem- 


ber, and this made her offence, as plotiing | 





To Marshall Geonce Herrick, of Salem, Essex: 

You are in their Majirties’ names hereby required to 
convey the above-named to the goal at Satem. Fail 
not. 


Joun Hartnory, 
Jona. Curwin, 


Dated Sacem, Aprit 22, 1692. 
* According to the ‘‘mittimus,” by which the Mar- 
shal took into safe custody Mrs. English and the 


Assistants. 


others arrested with her, (and which we have given, | 


and as taken from Calef,) it is most probable that 
these parties underwent another examination, per- 


haps several subsequent examinations. Arrested par- 


ties were not unfrequently examined, and re-exam- 
ined, to judge by the witchcraft records now remain- 
ing, and roughly and radely treated the while. Mrs. 
English lost her life through the exposure and treat. 
ment she met with in prison; and as refusing to con- 
fess herself guilty, was doubtless made to feel all the 
indignity, and perhaps much of the cruelty of that 
day, both on examination, and while in prison. 


against the church, all the more abominable. 
Sus. Sheldon v. Bridget Bishop, (alias Goody 
Oliver.) 

on the fourth day at night came Goody Ol- 
liuer and Mrs. English and Goodman Corie 
(Giles Cory) and a black man witha hi 
crowned hatt with books in their hands, Goody 
Olliuer bad me touch her booke i would not i 
did not know her name shee tould mee her 


| name was Goody Olliuer and bid me touch her 


booke now I bid her tel mee how long shee had 
been a witch shee told me shee told me had 
been a witch aboue twentie years then there 
came a streched snake creeping over her shoul- 
der and creep into her bosom. 


Mrs. English had a yelo bird in her bosom 


| and Goodman Corie had two turcles (turtles) 
| hang to his coat and hee opened his bosom and 


put his turcles to his brest and gaue them suck 
then Goodman Core © i Goody Olliuer kneeled 
downe beefore the black tuun and went to prayer & 
then the black man told mee Goody Olliuer had 
been a witch twenti *cars anda half, then they 
all set to biteing mee and so went away. the 
next day came Goodman Core Mrs. English in 
the morning and told mee i should not eat no 
uittals, i took a spoon and put on Spoonful in 
my mouth and goodman Corie gaue mee a 
| blou on the ear and almost choaked mee. then 
he laughed at mee and told mee i would eat 
when he told mee i should not, then he clenched 
my hands that they could not be opened for 
more than a quarter of an our then came Phil- 
| lip English and told mee if i would touch his 
| booke he would not bite mee but i refused then 
| hee did bite mee and went away. 


the sixth day at night came Goody Olliuer 
| and Mrs. English, Goodman Core and his wife. 


Goodwif Core presented mee a booke i re- 
| fused it and asked her whear she liued, shee 


told mee shee liued in boston prisson, then shee 
| puled out her brest and the black man gaue 
| 


| her a thing like a black pig, it had no hairs on 
it and shee putt it to her brest and gave it suck 
| and when it had sucked on brest shee put it to 


the other and gaue it suck there. 
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then she gaue it to the black man then they 
went to praier to the blak man, then Goody 
Olliuer told me shee had kiled four women, 
two of them were the fosters’ wifes and Jobn | 
Traske’s wife and did not name the other, then 
they did all bite mee and went away. then 
the next day came Goody Core (Martha Cory) 
choaked mee and told me I would not eat when | 


my dame bid me but now 1 should eat none. 
[Vol. Salem Witchcraft, pp. 183-4.] 
In this deposition (which appears by the 
records to have been taken on or about the 2d 
June before the Jury, and was evidently used 
to indict Bridget Bishop, alias Oliver, who was 
condemned, and hung on the 10th—the first 
victim under the Special Court of Oyer and 
Terminer, which met in Salem on the 2d,) 
there are certain little matters which may need 
explanation. The ‘*goodman Core™’ was Giles 
Cory—the ‘black man with a hi crowned hatt”’ 
was the Devil—‘the books’? in their hands 
were covenant books with Satan—touching the 
book was signing the Devil’s Laws and becom- 
ing a witch, and a plotter against the church. 
The ‘‘streched’** snake was a demon. The 
**yelo’’(yellow) bird, which Mrs. English had, 
was her reward for serving the Devil. As this 
*»vellow bird”? figures in some of the examina- 
tions and confessions, we will try to give an 


idea of its origin and uses. 


* This “snake” was perhaps a device of Tituba’s, 
taken from the native Indian belief, as the Indian 
Powahs (wizards) stated that their God — Hotbomoct 
—(the [Indian Devil) generally appeared to them as 
asnake, It is an interesting enquiry, how far the 
“demons” appearing in 1692, and their doings, were 
a part of the belief of the aborigines of New Eng- 
land, and can be attributed to it? 

The Devil was usually described by the accusers 
of 1692 asa black [(tawney] man, ‘with a high 
crowned hat.” So the Swedish children of Eifland 
dezcribed the Devil, who carried them to Blockula, 
as being generally dressed as a mad Merry Andrew, 
and as wearing ‘‘a high-crowned hat!” This deserip- 
tion of the hat may be of Swedish origin. See 
seott’s Demonology and Witcheraft, pages 156 to 
192. 
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The first mention of this kind of bird occurs 
in Tituba’s examination, March Ist. She, like 
Sarah Good, at first denied that she afflicted 
the children, but gradually and dexterously 


glided into a confession. After acknowledg- 
ing at last that the Devil had appeared to her 
in various sha pes—sometimes like a hog—some 
times like a great black dog—urging her 
serve him ,she said that on his last appearance 

a dog,and when he told her he would do worss 
to her if she did not serve him, she told him, 
‘1 will serve you no longer. then he said he 
would hurt me and then he looked like a man 
and threatens to hurt me. She said that’ this 
man had a yellow birdt that keept (kept) with 
him and he told me he had more pretty things 
that he would give me if 1 would serve him.” 
This is the first appearance of the yellow bird 
in the witchcraft stories. Subsequently to this, 
Tituba was examined, and accused Sarah Good 
of having one of these yellow birds—stated 
that the afflicted children also saw it, and that 
she (Tituba) saw it suck Good between the 
fore finger and long finger on the right hand. 
This was the way this bird was fed. At this 
examination, Dorothy Good (daughter of Sarah) 
accused her mother of having three birds —one 
of which was black and another yellow—*and 
that these birds hurt the children and afflicted 
persons.” It is evident, therefore, from such 
testimony as this, that this kind of bird was a 
eift from the Devil—a sign of, as well as re- 
ward for serving him, and had the power of 
tormenting the afflicted. It was a mark too 
of (evil) prosperity. 


+ When Mrs. Cory was examined, her accusers 
suid that the black man (the Devil) was whispering 
in her ear, ‘‘and that she hada yellow. bird, that 
did use to suck between her fingers, and that the 
said bird did suck now in the assembly; order being 
given to look in that place to see if there was any 
sign, the girl that pretended to see it said that it was 
too late now, for she had rewoved a pin, and put it 
on her head, it was upon search founl that a pin was 
there sticking upright.” (Cale/, page 188 ) 

Was this diversion of the charge on the part of 
the accuser artifice, or nut? 
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The turtles, which Giles Cory had, were | Elizabeth Hubbert and Susannah Sheldon ; 
doubtless similar gifts of the Devil, (perhaps | viz: vpon some or all of them belonging to 
of Indian origin) and equally capable of mis- | Salem village or farmes whereby great hurt 
chief. The black pig, or Demon resembling it, | and damage hath benne donne to ye Bodys ot 
which Martha Cory suckled, was also one of | 8d persons according to complaint of Capt. 
the Imps of Hell, and the black man, they | Jonathan Walcot and Serjent Thomas Putnam 
prayed to, was the father of all lies and iniqui- | in behalf of their Majesties for themselves and 


ties—the Devil himself. 

As Mrs. English never was tried, owing to 
her escape from Boston jail, she may never 
have been indicted, and for the same reason. 
She was about being removed from B. to Salem 


when she fled. It is obvious, however, that 


both she and her husband were not forgotten | 


in their absence by the accusers, who, in ac- 


cusing others, kept their names before the in- | 


dignation of the magistrates or Grand Jury. 
Some of this evidence has no doubt perished. 
That which remains, however, shows the pur- 
pose and spirit of the accusers. 

We come now to the incidents connected 
with the arrest of Philip English. His fre- 


quent visits to his wife, while in prison, are 


It 


said to have caused him to be suspected. 


is very probable also, that he expressed freely | 
his opinions upon the whole matter, and, per- | 
haps, like John Proctor, to the dissatisfaction | 


of the witnesses. On the 30th a warrant was 


issued fur his arrest, and two other parties | 


with him. The following is a copy of the 


warrant and officer’s return :— 
To the Marshall of the County of Essex or his 

Lawfull Deputy : 

You are in theire Majestys names hereby re 
quired to Apprehend and bring before us Phil- 
lip English of Salem, merchant, Sarah Murrell 
of Beverly and Dorcas Hoare of Beverly wid- 
dow all in the County of Essex, on Monday 
next being the second day of the month of May 


next ensueing ye date hereof, about Eleven of 


ye clock in ye forenvon at the house of Lt. Na- 
thaniell Ingersalls in order to theire Examina- 
tion Relateing to high suspition of Sundry 
acts of witchcraft donne or Committed by 
them upon ye Bodys of Mary Walcot, Marcy 
Lewis, Abigail Williams, Ann Putnam and 


mistakes, 


also for severall of theire neighbours. And 


hereof you are not to faile at your perill. Da- 
ted Salem, Aprill 30th, 1692. 
Joun Hatuurne, . 
Jus. JONATHAN Corwin, t Assists. 


May 2d, 1692. I have taken ye bodys of ye 
aboue named Sarah Murrell and Dorcas Hore 
and brought them unto ye house of leut. Na- 
thaniell Ingersoll att ye time abouesaid. 
me. 


Pr. 


Grorce Herrick, Marshall of Essex. 
Mr. Phillip English not being to bee found. 

Pr. G. H. 

[Vol. Salem Witchcraft, pp. 206-7.] 
According to the marshal’s return, Sarah 
Murrell and Dorcas Huare were arrested and 
brought before the magistrates. This is the 
last we hear of Sarah Murrell* in any way. 





* Sarah Murrell disappears from the scene in just 
the same way, most probably, as did Nehemiah Ab- 
bot, who was arrested with Mrs. English. In the 
mittimus of Mrs. English, and others arrested with 
her, no mention is made of Abbot, who we may con- 
clude was cleared of the crime by the afflicted at the 
examiration. This clearing of the aceused by the 
tormented was sometimes, though rarely, done at 
that day. Sometimes the magistrates interfered. 
Calef mentions (page 220) that at the trial of Sarah 
Good, Rebecca Nurse and others, ‘one of the accu- 
sers cried out publicly of Mr. Willard, minister in 
Boston,as afflicting of her. She was sent out of court, 
and it was told about she was mistaken in the per- 
Had not the accused in this case been a prom- 
inent minister, his life would have been in danger. 
Rev. Mr. Parris was accused by some of partiality in 
urging forward certain complaints and prosecutions, 
and suppressing others. 
clear whom he saw fit. 


son!” 


He could thus prosecute or 
It was doubtless in the pow- 
er of the magistrates and clergy to suppress sume of 
the complaints,and determine what accusations were 
It was the alarming number of such mis- 
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She was probably cleared. Dorcas Hoare, | came in with two cats and brought me the 

however, was examined and committed. We book and fell into a fitt and told me your name 

herewith append her examination, which evi | was Goody Buckly. 

dently took place at the Village :— No I never did I never saw thee before. 

The Examination of Dorcas Hoare, 2 May,| What black cats were those you had? 
1692. | Thad none. 


Severall of the afflicted fell into fits as soon |_Mary Walcot Susan Sheldon and Abigail 
t Williams said they saw a black man whisper- 
as she was brought in. 


Hi * é : | ing in her ears. 

wae. prieneres oid eb cme mad attictet | Oh! you are liars and God will stop the 
me ever since last Sab: was seven nights and | Taies 
mouth of liars. 


hurt me ever since and she choakt her own , A : 
Loodieeaa You are not to speak after this manner in 


| the Court. 


Mary Walcott enid sho told mo the ame. 1 will speak the Truth as long as I live. 


Abig. Williams said this is the woman that ‘ & ; a 
she saw first before ever Tituba Indian or any Mary W alcott Susan Sheldon and Eliz: Hub- 
else. | bard said again there was a man whispering in 

ee a a | her ear and said she should never confess. : 
her and the first time she was hurt by her was Goody Bibber free from fits hitherto said 


the Sab: was seven nights. | there was a black man with her and fell into a 
Susan Sheldon accused her of hurting her | fit. . 
last moonday night | What do you say to those cats that suckt 


Abig Williams and Ann Putnam said she | J°UT breast what are they? 
told them that she had choakt a woman lately I had no cats. 
ot tem | You do not call them cats that are they that 
Eliz. Hubbard cryed out why do you pinch | suck you? : 
me. the mark was visible to the standers by. | I aaeee suckt none but my child. 
The Marshall said she [Mrs. H.] pincht her own | What do you say. you never saw Cody 
fingers at that time. | Buckly. 
Dorcas Hoar why do you hurt these? | 1 never knew her. 
I never hurt any child in my life. Goodm Bukly testified that she had been at 
It is you or your appearance. | the house often. 
How can I helpe it? | I know you but not the woman. 
What is it from you that hurts these? | You said you did not know the name. 
I never saw worse than myself. | Many bystanders testified she disowned that 
You need not see worse. They charge you | she knew the name. 
with killing your Husband. I did not know the name so as to goe to the 
1 never did, nor never saw you before. } woman, 
You sent for Goody Gale to cut your [hus- | Susan Sheldon and Abig. Williams cryed 
band’s ?} head off. What do you say to that? | there was a blew bird gone into her back. 


[ never sent for her upon that account. | The Marshall struck and several of the by- 

What do you say about killing your hus-| standers testifyed that they saw a fly like a 
band? | Miller. 

Susan Sheldon also charged her that she} What did you see Goody Bibber, who wae 


ns | looking up. 
Goody Bibber was taken dumb. 


takes that finally aroused the influential of the com- | 
What can you have no heart to confes:. 


munity to the danger of listening to any complaints, | 
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I have nothing to do with witchcraft. | 

They say the Devil is whispering in your | 
car 

1 cannot help it if they do see it. 

cannot you confess what you think of these | 
things? 


Why should I confess that [ do not know. 


Susan Sheldon cryed O Goody Hoar do not | 
kill me, and fell into a fit and when she came 
to herselfe she said she saw a black man whis- 
pering in her ear and she brought me the book. 

| have no book but the Lord’s book. 

What Lord’s book. 

The Lord’s book. 

Oh said some of the afflieted 
whispering in her ears. 


there is one 

There is somebody will rub your ears short- 
ly, said the examinant. 

liumediately they were afflicted and among 
others Mercy Lewes. 

W hy do you threaten they should be Rubb’d? 

I did not speak a word of Rubbing. 

Many testified she did. 

My meaning was God would bring things to 
lizht. 


Your meaning for God to bring the thing to 
light would be to deliver these poor afflicted 
ones, that would not Rubb them. 

This is unusual impudence to threaten before 
Authority. who hurts them now. 

I know not. 

They were rubbed after you had threatened 
them. 

Mary Walcot Abig, Williams and Eliz. Hub- 
hard were carried towards her, but they could 
not come near her. 


What is the reason these cannot come near 


‘ ul. 
{ cannot help it. | do 


they may come if they will. 


them no wrong. 
Why you see they cannot come near you 
I do them no wrong 
Note. The afflicted were much distressed 
during her examination. 


This is a true account of the examination of 


Dorcas Hoar without wrong to any party ac- | 


| belonged to. 


cording to my original from characters at the 
moments thereof. witness my hand. 
Sam. Parris. 
[Vol. Salem Witchcraft, pages 257-8-9-00. | 
[Nore.—This “fly” can perhaps be explained thus: 
When the Indian ‘“‘Powahs’ (Wisards) desired to 
kill or torment a person, the Devil who served them 
sometimes seized something of the spirit of that 
person, while it wandered in its sleep, which was 
brought to the Powah in the form of a fly, and kept 


a close prisoner, and accordingly as the Powah dealt 
| 


with this fly, so fared it with the body of the person it 
See Cotton Mather’s Hist. of New Eng- 
land, Book 6, page 52—also page 65 same Book. 
As the spectator saw a fly like a miller after the 
marshal struck a blow at some fancied object or oth- 


} er, he may have liberated thereby the spirit of a 


bewitched person. 

It is more likely, however, that the fly was the 
supposed Imp or familiar spirit of the accused, which, 
according to the English doctrine of witchcraft, could 
take the shape of a fly, spider, dird, &¢, and 
which if struck at, and it could not be killed, was 
most certainly the ‘familiar’ of the accused. 

It would appear from the records—the dep- 
ositions finally given in against her—that she 
had been guilty, twenty or more years before. 
of having in her possession and using a fortune- 
telling book—that she had told a few fortunes, 
(it does not appear fur money, however,) but 
had given that up long ago, having been re- 
buked therefor—that she had strongly objected 
to having the body of her husband examined 
by a coroner's jury, he having died very sud- 
denly—that once, when very sick, (and ina 
delirium most probably) she rose from bed un- 
known to her watchers and suddenly disap- 
peared, and was afterwards found sitting on 
her doorstep, with her clothes and hat and 
cloak on, and morever seized and held fast 
some one who was funning by her out of the 
house, and in a fright at her disappearance— 
that various accidents had happened in her 
neighborhood, which savored of witchcraft, 
&e., ke. Suffice it to say, Dorcas Hoaret was 
condemned, but fortunately escaped execution. 

+ ‘After Goodwife Hoar was condemned her e:tate 


was seized, and was also bought again for eight 
pound.” (C'ule/, page 230.) 
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| asmall Boat, by a sudden gust of wind the 

EXTRACTS FROM A JOURNAL KEPT BY | Boat overset and the 3 men were drowned, the 
SAMUEL GARDNER, 1759. 

See Collections Essex Instiitute, Vol. 2d, P. 212.) | a a 7 . 

ee — , | May 238d, Brigadier General Waldo Died at 

COMMUNICATED BY B. F. BROWNE. 


woman was taken in and is likely todo well. 


| Penobscot, of Apoplexy; he went down there 
DEATHS AND BURIALS FOR 1759. | with our Giovernour. 

June 6th, Died at Kittery, Sir William Pep- 
perell, Bart., Lieut. General in his Majesty's 
Army. 

Some time in June died the Rev. Mr. Danicl 
| Putnam, Pastor of the Church of Reading 


At Salem, Jan’y 3, Mrs. Gray, wife to 
Benj’n. 


At Danvers, Jan’y 12, Miss Symonds. 
At Salem, Buried Jan’y 19 Mr. Diman. 
At Salem, Buried Jan¢y 28 Mr. Hovper. > 
At Salem, January 28th, Miss Davis. | pee. Z : a 
At Cambridge February of the measles June 19th, Died at Salem, Mrs. Mary Kinz, 
oh a * | (Andrew.) 

July or August, Died at Cape Francois, Mr. 

Benj’n Gerrish of Salem; he went to sea and 


‘ ; : . | was taken with Capt. Josiah Orne, and went 
At his lodgings in Boston, February 6th, | I 


Capt. Lieut. Thomas Coomer of the Royal 
Artillery, aged 22. 

At Dorchester, February 6, after a long ill- | 
ness, in the 70th year of his age, Brigadier August 25, Died at Salem, Capt. Tho's 
Gen’] Hatch. Dean. He came home as well to all appear- 

In Boston, February 16th, of the measles, | ance as ever and fell down dead, without speak- 
Hlenry Gibbs, Esq., belonging to Salem. | ing a word, 

At Danvers, February 23d, Madam Hubard,| Some time in September died the Rev. Mr. 
muther tu the Rev. Mr. Clark's Lady. Russell of Barnstable. 

February 20, Joseph Whipple, Esq., going | Sept’r 5th, Mr. Daniel Gardner of Danvers 

over a Bridge in a dark Evening, fell in and (my uncle) died. He was born December 16th, 
was drowned, to the great Grief of bis Friends. | 1709. 
He belonged to Rhode Island, and was former- | Sept’r 13th, Mr. Tho’s Ropes died; he had 
ly Lieut. Governour of that Colony. lately returned from sea. He was taken the 
; At Salem, March 30th, Miss Elisabeth Orne. last voyage. He married one of Deacon Bick- 

At Salem, March, Miss Prat, aged about 90 ford’s Daughters. ‘The Deacon has lately bon: 


Miss Betty Epes, aged 22 years. | 
At Concord, Feb’y 16, the Hon’ble James | 
Minot, Esq., aged about 66. 


to the Cape as an bustage for the ransom ot 
the vessel. He died three days before Capt. 
Orne arrived there with the money. 


years, his Son, Pinson Bickford, who died at St. Eus- 
At Salem, March, Madam Smith, alias Moth- | tatia. He was Capt. George Crowninshicld’s 
er No Nose. mate. 


At Philadelphia, March 11th, of a tedious Sept’r, Died at Casco Bay, Mr. Stephen Mi- 
illness, John Forbes, Esq., in the 49th year of not; he was a resident at College—a very good 
his age; Commander of his Majesty’s Troops preacher. 
in the Southern Provinces of North America. At Salem, Uctober 17th, Miss Sarah Toppan. 

At Cambridge, April 9th, Miss Watson. Died whilst I was absent, Old Capt. White's 

At Salem, April, Capt. Andrew Tucker. wile. 

At Salem, April 28th, Juhn Cabot—a Boy Died at Salem, whilst absent, Mrs. Lee. 
of about 11 years old. 





May 5th, Three men and one woman, all of MARRIAGES FOR 1754). 
Malden, who were guing from Boston home in | January 18th, Mr. Allen (Capt. Edward) 
VOL. 11. 32a 
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was married to Mrs. Gardner, (Widow of Is- | Congregation. Mr. Parsons of Newbury prayed, 


rael G. She was a Hodges.) Mr. Emerson of Malden preached from Colos- 
May 3d, Samuel Holdman was married to sians, 1 chap., 28 verse, a very Calvinistic Dis- 
Miss Hunt, both of Salem. course, and I believe all that assisted were 
Febr’y 11, John Bowditch was married to pretty full in that scheme. Mr. Cook gave the 
Mary Carleton, both of Salem. charge, Mr. Sherman concluded with prayer 
September 13th, Richard Darby, Jun’r, was | and Mr. Robie gave the right hand of fellow- 
married to Lydia Gardner, my sister. iship. Mr. Serls was settled Minister at Shar- 
(She and Mary were gemini; Mary married | on, but the cause of his leaving them I never 
Jonathan Andrew.) | heard. Few Scholars. Went in a chair with 


Sept. 18, Will. Cook was married to Sarah | Pickman. 
Very. | Jan’y 31—There was an Ordination at Box- 
| ford, and there being a great weight of Snow 
then upon the ground I thought it best to tarry 
at home. They ordained Mr. Holyoke. 


January 3d—Mr. Holt was ordained Pastor 
over the Second Church im Danvers. The persons 
that assisted at the ordination were Mr. Bar- | Sony 98. Masher fresen over. 
aad, Sie: Ragen with gunger, Sie. Seay | February 2d—A violent shock of an earth- 
preached, Mr. Clark gave the charge, Mr. John 4 

quake. 

3d—Went to and dined with my friend 
Clarke at Danvers. Coming home stopped to 
see Master Wyer at Uncle OsLourn’s. 


6th—Went to the Deacon’s, (Pickering,) 


Chandler made the last prayer. Mr. James 
Chandler gave the Right Hand of Fellowship, 
and the whole was conducted with great de- 
corum and good entertainment was made for | 


Scholars. Deacon Pickering sent a letter to, — : 
the Council, and_ it was voted it should not be | 8th—Went to ¢ ambridge. Measles were so 


read ; he was there himself, but they would | YeTY thick the President dismissed those that 
not admit him into the Council. N.B. Mr. | had not had them. Few Scholars were at the 
Holt voluntarily gave ina Confession of his 5 of the a 
Faith. About a dozen of Scholars there. Mr. | Oth—The Corporation have broke up the Col- 
Phillips’ text was in Proverbs, 11th chap., ye lege 3 weeks, in consequence of which deter- 
latter part of the 30th verse. mination I went to Salem, most of the way on 
January 10th—I went to another Ordination, foot. In the egeeeaa went to the Deacon’s— 
which was at Middleton, where Mr. Smith was | Moody and W Inge were there. 
ordained Pastor. Mr. Emerson began with March Ist—Went to Cambridge. Harry Ap- 
Prayer, Mr. Clark preached—his text was in | pleton is returned from Sea and I saw him at 
Jobn, Ist chap., 6th and 17th verses—Mr, | Pickman’s Chamber. I seem to be out of my 
Phillips gave the charge, Mr. Chipman con- element having lived from College 60 long. 
cluded with prayer, and Mr. Cushing gave the Mr. Barnard bro’t his Son yesterday and I saw 
right hand of fellowship. All was carried on | him at the Steward’s. Spent the evening at 
with Decency, tho’ the House was exceedingly Goodale 6 Chamber—Mr. Marchant and Lovel 
full. We dined at Tim. Fuller’s. After Sup- | being there. 
per we went down to Ezra Putnam’s, the place March 3d—Richard Leachmere, Esqr., Col- 
provided for Scholars, but spent the evening at | lector of his Majestie’s Customs at the Port of 
Mr. Jacob Fuller’s, accompanied with about | Salem, seized the schooner Sarah, Bartholomew 
half a dozen Scholars. Putnam Master, he having run all the goods 
January 17th—I went to an Instalment at | before, as I was informed by Mr. Wyer. N. 
Stoneham, where Mr. John Seris took upon | B. This vessel came from Monte Christo, and 
him the pastoral charge of the Church and | on some pretence Mr. Leachmere would not 







































enter them. There were three or four more 
which came from the same place, when I came 
from Salem, (he was then at Cambridge) which 
was on the first day of March. Whether he 
has entered them, or what is become of them 
1 have not been so happy as to hear. 

7—Fair and exceeding cold; almost froze 
my fingers. 
Pickman went to Bos- 
ton—brought news that Cushing is judge. 


15—Fine, fair day. 


Scholars formed themselves into a company and 
chose their officers. 

19—Pickman went to Boston—brought news 
that four vessels from Monte Christo are taken, 
two belonging to Salem. 

April 1—Coming from prayers, this morn- 
ing, heard that there was a murder committed 
at Salem last Friday night, a boy of about 14 
years of age—impatient to know further. 

3d—Hear that the long expected Comet was 
seen at Boston. 

4th—Pickman went home, returned the 6th 
and brought a letter. 
was killed was Ebourn. 


The boy’s name that 
Aunt Ingersoll’s Ne- 
gro is put in jail on Suspicion. 
9th—John Appleton came from Salem—all 
well. Supped on Robins which my chum and 
Wingate killed. 


10th—Aunt Ingersoll’s negro out of jail. 


and— 
were tried before Judge Danforth. 

11th—Went to Miss Watson’s funeral. 

16th—My father came to Cambridge and 
brought the agreeable news of my brother’s 
arrival, as well as Capt. Darby’s, at Salem, 
and says there is nothing new found out about 
the murder. 

Appleton I hear is going on board the prov- 
ince ship. 

May 3d—Pickman was in Boston and by 
Mr. Epes, who was there, he learnt that Mr. 


Vans has been turned out as Naval Officer and | 


Mr. Turner placed in his room, and what is 
more remarkable, that Mr. Nutting had a Com- 
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A | 
fray between some scholars and townsmen, as | 
there was one yesterday between some soldiers | 
Six of the former were put in jail and | 

firms the account we had yesterday. 


mission sent him to be Naval Officer and ac- 


cordingly went to take the Oath, but Mr. Tur- 
ner obtained another Commisslon which sup- 
planted Mr. Nutting. 

4th—Miss Nancy Fayerweather was thrown 
out of a chaise and broke one of her arms and 
bruised her considerable. 
Newton. 

21—Went to Medford to the burying of 
Mrs. Turell. 

June 7th—Dr. Wigglesworth sent for me, 
fur not attending his lectures last Tuesday, 


This happened at 
Dr. Kneeland was with her. 


when my brother was here, and what is worse, 
my Hard! Injured 
George Gardner came up with him, 


would not hear excuse. 
innocence. 
who could not return on account of the weath- 
er. A very badstorm., 
Bad for vessels at sea. 


Lord preserve him. 


Wind exceeding high. 
My brother perhaps. 


&th—The storm continues with great vio- 
lence. 

9%th—Fine, pleasant day. 

11th—By the newspapers I learn that there 
are several vessels taken going to and from 
Monte Christo ; perhaps my brother is among 
them. Take him under thy care O Lord! 

12th—By Miss Gibbs, who is from Salem, 
we hear that it was certainly Dover who killed 
the boy the last of March, by his own confes- 
sion. 

13th—Barnard came 
Brother has got home. 


from Salem. My 


(Deo gratias.) Con- 


19th—Wm. Pickman and Capt. Robinson in 
town. Say my brother has not got in, but it 
was my Cousin John Gardner. <A Sad Disap- 
pointment. 

23d—A very hotday. WenttoSalem, Our 
folks dull, thinking my brother is carried to 
Jamaica, but were refreshed by news brought 
by Capt. Mason, who arrived in the evening. 

28—Fair and exceeding hot. Went on the 
water and went on shore at Bakers’ Island 

29th—Went to Cambridge ; set off at 4 with 
my Father ; we having our Valedictory Oration 
pronounced, which was finely performed. 
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July l0th—The inferiour Court opened here, 
(Salem.) 

11—The famous case between Col. Pickman 
and Mr. Pickering tried. I was there. The 
Deacon got beat in 75 damages. 

13—Fair but exceeding hot; went to Cam- 
bridge with my Father. 

17—Cloudy, rainy and very uncomfortable. 
My Father and Mother came. 

18—Cloudy and very hot. Commencement 
weather. ‘To my great Sorrow [am quite ill. 

19—Poor I quite sick. 
to see me. 


My classmates came 


21—A. M. came home. 
Cainbridge. 


Vale College valeto 

Something tired of riding. 
22—Mr. Diman and Mr. Gilchrist sick, 

meeting. Here lL am, but where next and what 


no 


is to follow is quite uncertain. 
27—Mr. Gibbs’ goods sold at vendue. 1 
bought a few books. 
in town [ believe. 
31—News that the Brest Fleet, composed of 
30 Sail and 100 Transports, have got out— 
where bound 


Guodale is to keep schoo! 


is a secret. Some preparations 
are here making. 

July 10th—There came news that three of 
our Fishing Schooners were taken by a Shallop 
of Canso. One of the Schooners belonged to 
Capt. Darby, one to Mr. Cabot, and the other 
to Mr. Orne. 20 men on 
board of all three, all of which belonged to 
the lower Parish. 

July 20th—They all arrived in Salem in 
Capt. Darby’s Schooner. The Shallop that 
touk them not knowing what to do with them, 
nor where to carry them, and so put them on 
board this vessel, she being the meanest of 
them. Two of the 
not bad. 


There were about 


men were wounded, but 

August 9th—Went to my old Chum Pick- 
ering’s. (John, afterwards Register of Deeds.) 
He is engaged to keep School at Manchester. 


Nat. Ingersoll courts one of his Sisters. (Nat. 
Ingersoll died unmarried.) 
1éth—Ives’ farm sold at vendue. Capt. 


Darby bought it. 


22—Fair, pleasant day. Went to Boston 
with my Brother ; returned to Salem by Cam- 
bridge ; saw there my Classmates. Jones and 


Kingsbury. Dined at Bradishe’s; Mr. Bar- 


| nard there. 


24—Went to Nahant with Miss Sally Mars- 
ton. Spent the Evening at Mr. Walter’s. 

26th—Capt. Dean buryed; an exceeding 
large burying, about 400. 

3ilst—We learn that the above Shallop has 


| fitted out one of the Schooners and that she 


took one David Felt belonging to this town. 
She gave them her Boat, in which they found 
way to get home. There were other Schoon- 
ers in sight, so that we wait to hear further. 

September 3—Arrived at Salem Robert Fry 
in Capt. Darby’s Schooner. She has been 
taken again by the same enemies—they gave 
him his vessel again. They have taken 9 sail, 
besides the above, two belonging to Boston, 
one from London, the rest were fishing vessels 
belonging to this Town. Uncle Gardner has lost 
one, Mr. Burton one, &e. "Tis very remarkia- 
ble that Fry should have his vessel given him 
twice. 

Sept. 7—Goodale opened his School. 

Sth—Went to burying of Unele Daniel, 
(Gardner.) 

13th—Went to Mr. Ropes’ funeral. 

14th—Richard Darby and Lydia Gardner's 
(his sister) nuptials were performed. Mr. Bar- 
nard (of Ist Church) did the needful. 

15—QGuns fired morning, noon and night. 
Colors flying. 

22—Fair weather; good news frum Ger- 
many. 

25—In the evening walked. Saw Gvodale. 
We with others drank a glass of wine at Miss 
Hannah's, a trick I never did before. 

29th—Mrs. West at our house. She was 
Mr. Grant's 3d Daughter, and married very 
well in Connecticut. 

October 1—A minister's meeting ; Mr. Chip- 
man preached. Mr. Barnard invited me to 
dine with the ministers, but I declined 

10th—Determined to go to sea with Capt. 
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Darby; quite sudden and unexpected ; preparmg 
for it; we wait only for a wind, 

11th—Went tu Cambridge to get my diplo- 
ma; as I came out of Cambridge heard of the 
glorious news of the Surrender of Quebec. I 
brought it first to Salem. Great Rejoicing. 
15—News of the peace in Europe. | 
Wind N. W 
May I be in the care of | 
God throughout this voyage. 


19th—Fine, fair weather. 
Sailed from Salem. 
(The remainder 
of the journal narrates the occurrences on the 
voyage tu Gibraltar.) 





NOTES ON AMERICAN CURRENCY—No. 6. 





BY M. A. STICKNEY. 





| 
{ 
| 
In 1840, a farmer, Capt. Stephen Grindle, | 
in the vicinity of Castine, Maine, had occasion | 
to excavate the top of a ledge, and on remov- | 
ing the earth,* found lying on the top of the 

rock, a quantity of ancient coin, of pure sil- 

ver, amounting to about $600. 

They consisted of a large amount of Span- 
ish Cobb money, and a great number of Pine- 
tree shillings, with coins of France, Spain, and 
other countries,¢ in fine order, and many of 


*An article on the discovery of the coins found 
at Castine, was published in the Boston Daily Ad- 
vertiser, July 17, 1841, taken from the Belfast Sig- 
nal. Also,a more extended account in the Maine 
Hist Soe. Coll., Vol. 6, page 105. By Joseph Wil- 
liamson, Esq. 

+ Most of these coins, valuable to collectors, found 
at Castine, were purchased by John Warren, dealer 
in caarine shells, minerals, paintings, engravings, 
gems, coins, and other articles of antiquity. He 
was an Englishmyun, at one time a wealthy brewer; 
and kept his carriage, but becoming reduced in 
property, came to Boston with a small stock of 
c>ins, shells, &c. He established himself on Tre- 
mont Street, in an old building, afterwards removed 
on the erection of the Museum He was there in 
1840,—I cannot tell how much sooner, —and it is like- 
ly was the first dealer in old coins in Boston, and 
perhaps inthe U. S. He removed from Tremont 
Street to 293 Washington Street, up-stairs, where he 


them of beautiful workmanship. They were 
supposed to have been buried by Baron de St. 
Castin. 


The earliest coin was one of Juhn LV., King 


of Portugal, 1630-36, and it is said none after 
| 1688; most of them were of a date long pre- 


vious to that period. This large parcel of 


| coins showed the specie circulation here be- 


fure 1688, and the proportions of each coun- 
try. It appears from Mr. Williamson’s ac- 
count of the old coins, found at Castine, that 
there was but one coin of England found in 
the collection. The reason is clear, the expor- 
tation of the coins of England being strictly 
forbidden by Acts of Parliament. 
settlers of her 


The early 
must, in 
consequence, have come without them, and 
probably with very little of that of any other 
nation. 


American Colonies 


Wampum, and other representations of spe- 
cie, were used as currency. The furs, and 
other commodities, sent by the first settlers to 
England, brought no return of specie, the 
balance of trade being always against them. 
The little specie they obtained from other 
countries, was also continually leaving them 
for England. 

It was to stop, and retain it in this country, 
that the Massachusetts Mint was established, 
in 1652. It was different with the exporta- 
tion of our fish to Spain, a considerable por- 
tion of the returns being specie. 


The coins of 
Hollanc were early introduced by our trade 
with the Dutch settlement at New York. 


The coins of France, from almost the first 
settlement of New England, were current, be- 
ing most of them introduced by an illicit trade 
carried on with her Culonies. From the par- 
cel of coins found at Castine, | obtained at the 
time, many fine specimens of France, Spain, 
and the Pine-tree money, and one of them, 


since, when his whole collection was sold, at private 
sale, to some Institution, I believe in Connecticut. 
(His price for the Pine-tree shilling was $1.) Most 





| of the collectors in this vicinity have more or less 


continued till his death, which happened a few years jof them in their collections. 
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which I have always considered the most valu- 
able (and perhaps unique,) in my collection, a 


piece of eight, coined at the mint of Potosi, | 


1652. It will be seen from the description | 
shall give of it, that the second eoinage of the 
Massachusetts money, as regards the beaded 
circles, enclosing the legend and deviee, and 
the Anno before the date, are nearly the same 
as on the New England coins, showing that it 
might have been, in those respects, a pattern 
for their coins. Ido not know of the Anno 
being placed before the date on any other 
coins. It is also a very interesting coin in an- 
other respect, being stamped with N_ E., show- 
ing it to be one of the last issue of the silver 
currency of Massachusetts, ordered to be issued 
by the Court, Oct. 8, 1672: 

**Whereas peeces of eight are of more value 
to carry out of the country then they will yield 
to mint into our coyne, by reason whereof 
peeces of eight which might else come to coyn- 
ing are carried out of the country, it is there- 
fore ordered by this Court & the authority 
thereof, that all peeces of eight that are full 
weight and good siluer, that is, six shillings of 
New England money, of Mexico, sevil and 
pillar and so all lesser peeces of each sort, 
shall pass in this jurisdiction as current es our 
own money peeces of eight, at sixe shillings a 
peece, & all lesser peeces proportionably there- 
unto, provided that all such peeces that shall 
passe in this jurisdiction have a stampe affix’t 
vpon them, weh shall be NE., to euidence 
that they are of right allay & due weight, as 
an addition to the sayd lawe, be it ordered and 
enacted by this Court & the authority thereof, 
that. peeces of eight vnder the weight of sixe 
shillings shall likewise be passable for 80 much 
of New England money as they shall weigh, 
and that it be impressed vpon the stampe how 
much each peece doth weigh in legible figures 
wth the other letters on ye same, & of the 
same alloy.’’ 

The coin in my possession, weighs 17 pen- 
nyweights, the weight required, and is in a 
fine state of preservation, having the appear- 
ance of being coined by powerful machinery. 


| This Pinstre of cight Reals, Plate Currency, 
| (called on that account a piece of eight,) has 
on its obverse, near its edge, a beaded circle, 
to prevent clipping, the legend, **PHILIPVS 
(fff. D. G. HISPANIARVIM REX, -|-. 
its field a shicld surmounted by a regal coro- 
net, first and third quarters, castles, the Arms 
of Castile, second and fourth, Lions, the Arms 
of Leon, in a bend at the base of the shield, a 
Pomegranate, the Arms of Granada ; on the 
left the Arabic numeral 8, its value, and on 
the right of the shield, 52, an abbreviation of 
its date. There are other marks, which I am 


In 


not able to explain. On the first quarter of 
the shield appears the stamp N. E., similar to 
that on the first comage of the N. E. money, 
a beaded circle encloses the field of the coin ; 
reverse, the beaded circles, the same as on the 
obverse, legend, E L. PERV. -|- POTOSI, 
ANNO, 1652. 
jars, with coronets, instead of eapitols, and 


In the field, two upright pil- 


above them a regal coronet; at their base 
flows a representation of the Mediterranean 
Sea, and across the coin the inscription, 
‘““PLVS VLTRA,” ‘“‘more beyond.’’ The pil- 
lars are supposed to represent the Pillars of 
Hercules. The Arabic numeral 8, between 
the coronets, its value, III, on the right of 
the shield, the reigning king, and other marks 
not easy to explain. This coin shows, that, 
different from what all other writers I have 
seen have stated,J that the shield was actually 
put on part of the coins struck by Spain, in 
her South American Colonies. 





¢ The Rev. Edward Clarke, in letters on the Span- 
ish nation, written at Madrid, 1760-61, page 273, 
says: ‘In regard to their silver specie, in the first 
place observe that it has no impress of any royal 
head; that whenever it has a shield or coat of arms 
on it, it is coined in Uld Spain, if it be struck before 
the year 1733.” 





























































EXTRACTS FROM THE FIRST BOOK OF 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS, 
QF THE CITY OF SALEM. 


COPIED BY IRA J. 


Continued from Vol. IT, page 153. 


PATCH. 


John Ingersoll, his ,son John be by Judith 
his wife the 12th 7th mo., 1644; theire son 
Nathanyell bo ye LOth 2d mo., "47; da Ruth 
ho ye 20th 4th mo., 49; son Richard bo Ist 
7th mo., °51; da’r Sara bo ye 28th 6th mo., 


°55; Sam’ll bo ye 6th 8th mo., ’88; son Jo- | 
seph bo 9th 10th mo., *62, and died ye same | 
year: da Hana bo 11th Ist mo., '63, and died | 


ye same year. 

Nathaniell Ingerson Senr and Hana Collins 
were maryed 25m, 16—. 

John Ingerson and Mary Coomes were mar- 
ied the 17th 3d mb., ; theire daughter 
Mary borne 10th 7th mo., 1671; Ruth borne 
2d 12th mo., 1673. 

Nathaniell Ingerson and Mary Preston were 
maried the 8th 8th mo., 1670; theire daugh- 
ter Elizabeth borne llth 12 mo., 
John borne the 7th 8th 1674. 





The widow Ann Ingerson deceased 30th Ju- 
ly, 1677. 


Stephen Ingolls married to Dinah Elson ye 


2d day of January, 1690-1; his daughter Ma- | 


ry borne by Dina his wife 6th 9th mo., 1691; 
Dina Ingols, daughter of Stephen Ingols and 


Dina his wife, was borne at Salem February | 


ye 24th, 1693-4 ; Stephen Ingolls, son as afore- 
sd, was borne at Salem June 16, 1696; 
Ephraim Ingulls, son as aforesd, was borne at 
Salem Sep’r 10th, 1698. 

Thomas Ives and Martha Withe were mar- 
ried the Ist 2d mo., 1672; their daughter 
Elizabeth borne the 8th 12th mo., °’72, and 
deceased the 21st 5 mo., 1673; sun Thomas 
borne ye 3lst March, ’74; daughter Deborah 
borne the 8th of December, 1675. 

Hugh Joanes maryed to Hannah Tompkins 
by Major Denyson 26th June, 1660; theire 
da’r Hana bo 9th 12th, 1660, and deceased 1st 
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1672; son | 





| 8th mo., °62; da Sara deceased 12th &th, °62; 


daughter Sara by Hana his wife 30th April, 
°63, and died svon after; theire daughter Eliz 
abeth borne 2d October, 64; their daughter 


| Mary borne 30th January, (°65); sen John be 


4th 6th mo., 1667; daughter Deberah borne 
ye 10th of March, 1669-70; son Samuell 
borne 30th April, 1672: Hana the wife of sd 
Joanes deceased 10th ef May, 1672 


; Hugh 
Joanes his second marriage to Mary Foster 31st 
10th mo., 1672; theire daughr Rebecka borne 
15th October, 1673; daughter Abigail borne 
the 7th January, LO74; theire dvag'iter Hin- 
na borne 17th 3d m»., 1677; daughter Rachell 
burne the 17th April, 1679; daughter Sara 

| borne the 10th of July, 168); their daughter 

Lydia bo 20th Feb‘y, 1684, by Mary Jones. 


Peeter Joy and Sara Gaskin were maried ye 
24th May, 1651, by Majr Hathorne ; theire 
son David borne ye 6th Aprill, 1662; theire 
|daughter Anna borne ye 7th August, "63; 
| Sara borne Ist 11th mo., 1666; Peeter born 
3d 10th mo., 69; William borne 13th Ith 
mo., 1675; Samuel bo 25 July, 1678. 


Thomas Jeggles, his daughter Abigaile borne 
by Abigaile his wife the 2lst July, 1648; 
theire son Thomas borne 14th November, 1650; 
son William borne Ist March, °52, and dyed 
| ye 17th day; son Samuell borne 4th February, 
°53: dar Elizabeth born 15 October, °56 son 
| William borne 30th May, ’59; Danyell borne 
| 9th December, 1662; Mary borne 9th March, 


| 64; son Nathaniell 14th September, 1666; 
son John borne 25 March, 1669; Ebenezer 
| borne 9th March, ’71; son Benjamin borne 
25th May, 1674. 


William Jeggells yt came from Virgin:a de- 
| ceased 12th May, 1674. 


Guston John and Elizabeth Browne 


married 10th llth mo., 1676. 


were 


Georg Jacobs maryed with Rebecka Frost, 
widow, the 9th 12th mo., 1674; theire daugh- 
ter Margarett borne 26th 9th mo., °75; son 
Georg borne 29th 7th mo., ’77; son John 
borne 18th 7th mo., ’79; theiresonn Jonathan 


















th July, 1681; theire daughter 
Mary borne the 20th May, 1683. 


borne the 
John Johnson and Hester Beeres were mar- 
ryed the 23d of 2th mo., 1677-8; theire son 
John borne 3d August, LO7Y. 
Thomas Jegzles maried to Mary Weston 


March, °33; 


dany, “S+. 


his daughter Sara borne oth 


Tho’ Jeggles dyed 19th August, [637. 

John Kitchin, his son Benjamin by Eliz his 
wife, bo 28th 6th mo, *60, and dyed ye 15th 
7th mo., ’60. 

Arther Kippen, his son Arther bo by Ab 
guile his wife 6th Ilth mo., 1660; thetre da 
Abigaile, 4th I[th, was borne; theire 
son William deceased [4th 7, °6—; Abi- 
gaitle deceased 2d sth mo. ,’62; dar Eliza borne 
2th 3d mo, 


166— 


"eG 
dar 
°62: son Joseph bo 23d Feby, 
; daughter Hana borne 28th June, ’69 ; 
Sura borne last of May, ‘70. 

Henry Kene, his son Thomas born by Ann 
born 2d 
Ist mo., 57; Sara da of Henry Keny by Ann 
his wite bo 20th 6th 


John in January, 1651; daughter Mary borne 


his wife Ist Ist mo., °55; da Hanna 


mo., 1661; theire son 
in May, 1659; Elizabeth borne in December, 
1562; Lidea borne in April, 1666; Henry 
borne Ist May, 1669. John 
October, “70. 


Kene deceased 


Elisha Kebbe and Rachell Cooke were mary- 
ed the 12th 10th mo., 1667; theire son John | 
borne the first of ye 12th mo., 1667; theire 
son Edward borne 2d 12th mo., °69; son Elisha 
borne ye 28th March, 1673; son James borne 


the 27 


ms 


th December, 1675. 


25 
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June, 1675; theire son John borne the 25tle 
March. 1676; daughter Elizabeth borne Otls 
February, 1677. 

Thomas Kenne, the son of Henry Kenne, and 
23d May, 
1677 ; theire sonn Thomas borne the 27th of 
Julie, 1078; Joseph borne 7th Sept, 1680; 
Danll born 23d July, 1682; Jonathan 27th 
May, 1686. 


Elizabeth Knight were married the 


Lott Killum and Hana Goodell were marry- 
ed 22d May, 1666; daughter Hanna in March , 
‘06-7; sonn James borne May, (709); sonn 
Ephrain borne in June, (772) and both James 
and Ephraim deceased ina short time after they 
Ruth borne September (°73) and 
dyed the same day ; daughter Ruth borne 15th 
January, (775). 


were borne. 


John King and Elizebeth Goldthwrite were 
marryed in Sept., 1660; theire son John born 
in October, °62; son Samuel) borne in May, 
G4 ; son William borne in June, 1669 ; daugh- 
ter Elizabeth borne in February, 1671; son 
Jonathan borne in February, 1674 ; son Thom- 
as borne in February, 1677, and deceased in 
October, 1680; theire daughter Hannah borne 
15th Aprill, 1681; Mary King borne 2th 
March, 1687. 

Elizer Keazer and Mary Collens were marry 
ed the ninth day of December, 1679; daugh 
ter Sarah born December 6th 1686. 

Jno Kettle dyed 12th October, 1685. 

Jno and Nathll Kettle, twins of James Ket- 
tle, borne ye 9th 10th mo., 1689. 


Jno, sone of Jno Kennee borne ye 15th Au- 


| gust, 1689; sone Samli borne 26th October, 


| 1691. 


Charles Knite and Sara Lemon were maryed 
the 9th May, 1667; theire daughter Elizabeth 
borne ye 18th of May, 1668; theire daughter 
Mary borne ye 7th April, 1670; daughter 
ye 22d July, 1673. 

Arther Kebben, his daughter Jerusha by 
Ahigaile his wife borne the 19th April, 1672. 


Sara borne 


John Kenne, the son of Henry Kenne and 
Elizabeth Looke were married the 17th day of 


James Kettle, son of James Kettle, borne 
by Eliza his wife ye 27th 10th mo., 1691 ; 
John, son of James and Eliza his wife, was 


| borne July 3d, 1696; Eliza was born 19th Jan- 


uary, 1693. 

Ephraim Kempton, son of Ephraim Kemp- 
ton and Mary his wife, born Nov 14th, 1674; 
their son Kempton born Feby Ist, 1675; their 


, 8on Samll born March 4th, 1681. 
































Danll Kenny, son of Danll and Mary Ken- 
ny, born Octuber 19th, 1705. 


Alis, the wife of Hugh Laskin, dyed 2st 


5th mo., 58, and Hugh Laskin died — 
Henry Keny, his son Thos born by Ann his 
wife Llth 2d mo., 1655; theire daughter Han- 
na bo 2d Ist mo., 1657. 
Abigaile Lovet, dar of Juhn Lovet, bo by 


Mary his wife 20th 6th mo., 1654, and de- 
ceased 27th 3d mo., °5%. 

John Looms, his daughter Mary bo by Mary 
his wife 16th 10th mo , 165%. 


John Lambert, his dar Sara by Preserve:l 


his wife bo ye 7th 12th mo., “60; thetre son 


Danyell bo by Preserved his wife ye 3d 8t 
; Ezekiell the 3d 


1661; son Samuell dyed ye 7th 5th mo., 


mo., “98 borne of Mare}, 


1652; son Samuell bor L6th Ist mo., 165k; 
dar Mary borne the 26th of Aprill, 1667; 
Jonathan born 27th L0th mo., 60; Hana 
borne in December. 71, and died & daies after. 


Ebenezer borne 2d April, ‘74. 
William Lake maryed to Ann Stratton about 
6th mo., 61; dar Ann bo Ist 4th 62 


mo., "02, 
und dyed LOth 4th, "62; dar Abigaile borne 


2ist April, 1667; dar Mary borne the Ist 
i2th mo., 1668; son William borne 12th 
Mareh, 1674-5. 

Eliza, dar of Robert Lemon, deceased Lith 


10th mo., °62. 

Willa Lord, his sun Willm by Jane his wile 
ho 27th 12th mo., °56; da Eliza bo 20th April, 
50; dar Margaret bo ye 2lst 7 mo., "60; 
son Joseph bo Ist LIth mo., "62; son Jeremi- 
ah borne the 2d Aprill, 1667; daughter Jane 
borne May, 1668; son Rowland borne ye 7th 
April, 1672, and dyed 5th 10th mo., ‘74; 
daughter Dina borne 4th 9th mo., °74; Willm 
Lord senr died ye 14th January, 1672, being 
the 97 year of his age. 

James Lyon deceased 30th 6th mo , ‘61. 

John Leach and Elizabeth Flint were maried 
ye 20th May, 1667. 

Phillip Logee and Mary Snasher were mar- 


VOL. BBA 


II. 





257 


ied ye Lith 7th mo., 1673; theire Son Phillip 
borne 27th 6 mo., 1673; daughter Mary borne 
loth 6 mo., 75: daughter Abigail borne ye 
24th June, 1G87; Abraham born March Lith, 
1688-9. 

Timothy Lindall and Mary Veren were mar- 
ried the last of February, 1672; his daughter 
Mary by Mary his wife borne ye 7th 2d mo., 
1674; theire son James borne the first day of 
| February, 1675; son Timothy borne the 4th 
| of November, 1677; son Nathaniell borne ye 

4th Yth mo., 1679; theire daughter Abigaile 

borne the 15th 7th mo., L681; theire daugh- 
the 4th Mareh, 
Caleb borne the 5th Feby, 84; theire daugli- 
Rachell 1686; 
| Veren borne 12th Feby, 1639-90; their daugl- 
} ter Rachell died Augt 30th, 1743. 


ter Sara borne 1682-3 ; 


sol 


ter borne 3d December, son 


John Longly, his son John borne by Pricil- 
lia his wife the Llth llth mo., 1680. 
William Lord Junr and Mary Moulton were 
marryed ye 7th Aprill, 1680; their sonn Wil- 
borne 3d 12th 1680; theire 
daughter \bigaile borne the 21st December, 


1682. 


liam the m>., 


Danll Lambert married to Mary Graye 5th 


June, 1682; yr daughter Mary borne ye 20th 
Feby, 1683 ; yr daughter Eliza borne 9th April, 
L684; yr sone Danll borne 7th Decemer, 
ye 5th Feby, 
LGS8 ; their 2d son Sainll borne 7th Apri, 1689 ; 
Preserved borne 2Ist Aprill, L691, and dyed 
24th 7th me., L691; sonne Joseph borne 12th 
April, 1602. 


Saimll Lambert, his daughter Margarett born 


1686; theire sone Samll borne 


L4th Jany, 1690; daughter Preserved borne 
last of April, 1692; son Samuel born 2d Jan- 
uary, 1693. 

Margaret Lambert, daughter of Eben’r Lain- 
bert and Mary his wife Born July 26th, 1696 ; 
their daughter Mary born March 26th, 1702-5, 
their daughter Eunice born Aprill 3d, 1706. 


John Lightfoot was married to Elizabeth 
Swasey, in May, 1680: their son Joseph borne 
ithe l4th day of Aprill, 1681; sone Samuell 
| borne 23d day Octob’r, 1683. 


| 





Jno. Louder, his sone Will’m borne by 
Eliz’a his wife ye 10th Feb’y, 1691; his sone 
Nicholas borne 31st 6 mo., 1693; ye Daughter 
Elizabeth borne ye First day of October, 1695. 
Their son Jared burne the first day of Novem- 
ber, 1697. 
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} 


Sam’ll Morgan maried to Eliza Dixy by | 


Maj. Hathorne, 15th 10th mo., 758. 

Dameris, da‘r of Paule Mansfield, bo by 
Dameris his wife, 12th 6th mo., 58; da’r Ruth 
ye 4th November, 62; son Paule borne 4th 
August, °64 ; son Elias bo ye 29 March, *67— 
died in July after. 

Henry Moses & Remember Giles were ma- 
ryed by Majo’r Hathorne, Ist 2d mo., 1659 ; 
theire da’r Hanna bo 29th Ilth mo., 759, & 
deceased 2d 8th mo., "61; sun Henry bo. 8th 
12th mo., *61; da’r Eliza borne 8th 12 mo., 


*63. 





MISCELLANEA. 
A LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS TOWARDS THE BELL IN 
ST. PETER’S CHURCH, IN SALEM, 1741. 
Sent for by Mr. Thomas Gunter, merch’t in 
Boston, who generously gave us his trouble and 
commissions. 


COPIED FROM RECORDS OF 8ST. PETERS CHURCH. 





The Rev'd Cha’s Brockwell, £10 Os Od. 
Capt. Benj. Moreshead, 10 «(0 0 
Mr. Shillaber Sen’r. 7 #0 0 
Mr. Sanders, .. 0 
Mr. Brittain, Sa 0 
Mr. Myal Bacon, 4 0 0 
Mr. Dampney, 3.6 (0 0 
Mr. Jno. Gibbs, Painter, 3.6 (CO 0 
Mr. Thompson, 3.6C«* 0 
Mr. Hilliard Sen'r, 

Jos. Browne, Esq., Collec’ir, 10 «(0 0 
Jno. Woolcot, Esq., 5 0 0 
Benj a Browne, Esq.. 6 0 0 
Mr Lechmere, -_ . 0 
Capt. Elkins, 2 0 0 
Mr. Palmer, 3 @ 0 
Mr. Daniels, 3 60 0 
Mr. Bethell, a 0 
Mr Ingolls, 4 0 0 
Will. Browne Esq., 5 0 0 





Mr. Wm. Lynds, 
Capt. Ghatman, 


Capt. Gerrish, 

Mr. Moreshead, 

Mr. Brown of Boston, 
Capt. Kipps, 

Capt. Beadle, 

Mr. Benson, 

Mr. Stone, 

Mr. Leach in cash & stuff, 
Mr. Masell Williams, 
Mr. Phippen, 

Mr. Manning, 

Sam’) Brown Esq , 


” 


Benj. Ward, 

Mr. Dan’l Webb, 
Mr Sam’) Massey, 
Mr. John Ward, 
Capt. Adams, 

Mr. Cowen, 

Mr. Jno. fill, 

Mr. Lisbritt, 

Capt. Woodberry, 
Mr. Bigsley, 

Mr. Abraham Cabot, 
By a gentleman, 
Capt. Williams, 
Capt. Messervy, 
Mr. Moor, 

Free gift, 

Jonah Gardner, 
-—— Harris, 
Clifford Crowningshield, 
Stephen Higginson in Corn, 
Sam’! Archer, 

Mr. Gridley, 

Mr. Goffe. 

Mr. Norton, 

Mr. Dana, 
William Coffen, 

By a gentleman, 
By a gentleman, 
Luke Nerdy, 

Mr. Nowdy, 

Mr. Cabot, 

Mr. Smith, Boston, 
Mr. Lander, 

Mr. Jos Silsby, 
Sam’! Lander, 
Gam’! Hodges, 
Capt. Newcomb, 

8. Barton, 


ocwcnw oO oor oO 


ou 


ve 


— ete 


A ee 


~ 
> 


Ce ee ow = 


—e ocoseo ow 





















































Jno. Tarrer, Jr., 2 a 0 
Several others in Morehead’s paper. 


PRICE OF COMMODITIES IN SALEM MARKET, 1775, 


Beef, three pence a lh. 

Pork, four pence. 

Matton, three-pence half penny. 

Veal, three pence 3 farthings. 

Turkey, four pence. 

Fowls, four pence. 

dieese, three pence. 

Partridges fourteen pence a pair. 

Black ducks, same price. 

Bars, one peony farthing a Ib. 

Pickerel, two pence farthing 

Cod and Haddock, fresh, seldom weighed. 

Sausages, sixpence half penny a Ib. 

Candles, seven pence half penny. 

Eggs, seven pence per dozen. 

Cheese, four pence per lb. 

Hloney, seven pence half penny. 

Cider, ten shillings per barrel. 

Rye Meal, three shillings and nine pence a 
bushel. 

Indian Meal, the same price. 

Wood, two shillings a foot. 

Butter, 8 pence a Ih. 

Turnips, twenty-one pence a bushel, 

Potatoes, twenty pence. 

Apples, twenty-four pence. 

Molasses, fourteen pence a gallon. 

Joaf Sugar, 10 pence a lb. 

Common Sugar, six pence half penny. 

New England Rum, 20 pence a gallon. 

Chocolate, twelve pence a lb. 

Cocoa Shells, five pence. 

Coffee, (not much used), ten pence. 

Fayal Wine, ten pounds a pipe. 

Madeira Wine, eight shillings a gallon. 

lemons, two shillings and eight pence a 
dozen. 

Nutmegs, twelve shillings a pound. 

Cinnamon, Clove. and Mace each, about 

twenty shillings a pound. 
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bury, Feb. 18, 1683. 


Pepper, two shillings a pound. 

Female labor in the house, and found, twe 
shillings a week. 

A free black man, and found, twenty-eight 
shillings a week. 

A common day’s labor at hard work, three 
shillings a day. 

In this reckoning seventy-two pence make a 


dollar. B. F. B. 





Thinking the paper below may prove of in- 
terest tu sume of the readers of the ** Collec 
tions,’’ T enclose it for publication, H. 

‘* The deposition of John Fitch, of Glocester, 
Aged about 40 yeares this 27th 
1676, Whoe testifieth and sayeth that about 4 
years since last Agust, 1 mett Mr. Harlakinden 


November, 


Symonds in England at withersfield, and | 
asked ye sd Symonds when he would returne 
ever to New England, and he ye sd Symonds 
sayed he could nut come because he wayted fora 
yt 
letter which ye sd Symonds brought with hina 
from ye sd Bennett not haveing sufficient power 


letter of Attorney wch he had sent for. 


| in it to give ye sd executor a full or Legall dis 
| charge. 
| ye sd Bennet before I went to England did 
| very much vrge Mr. Symonds to goe to Eng 


This Depenent doth further say that 


land, he vsed many arguments with mee to 
perswad & in courage ye sd Symonds to goe 
for sayd Bennet I haue given Mr. Symonds 
halfe. IT wounder you should not be willing to 
allow athird part and Bennet sayd yt he 
would not venture his life for what he had 
there ouer ye Seas. 
The marke of John Fitch, 

Taken vpon vath 27thof Novemb. 1676, be- 

fore me, Samuel Symonds, Dep. Govern’r. 

1 doe affirme that which is above sworne to 
he certainly true this 27 Novemb., 1676.” 


NOTICES OF HALE, FROM ESSEX COUNTY RECORDS, 
SALEM. 


Rebecea, dau of John Hale, jr, b at New- 
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Mr. John Hale, of Beverly, and Mrs. Sarah 
Noyes of Newbury, were married March 31, 
L684. 

Feb. 12, 1718-129, at Beverly, ye Reverd Mr 
J yhn Chipman «& Mrs. Rebeccah Hale were 
warried.—E. S. W. 


ANSWER TO &. 53. W. § QUERY CONCERNING 


MARTHA DERBY. 


Martha Derby was the daughter of Richard 
and Martha Derby, born Salem, Sept. 12, 
\714; died Sept. 28, 1745; married Thomas 
Elkins, Mar. 30, 1736. Her 
f Col. Elias Hasket, of Boston, son of Capt. 
25, 1670. 


mother was dau, 
Stephen Hasket, born Apr. tich- 
vd Derby, the father of Martha, was the fifth 
son of Roger and Lucretia, who came from 
Topsham, Devonshire Co., England, arid land_ 
wl at Boston July 18, 1671. femoved to Ips- 
Richard was born, Oct. 8, L679 
and died in Salem, July 25, 1715. 
Martha Hasket, Feb 25, 1702-3. 


Any other information respecting the Derby 


wich, where 


Married 


family will be cheerfully given, as the writer 
has a full Genealogical History of Roger's de- 


scendants, to the present time. P. DERBY. 


QUERIES. 

We present some additional Queries from 
Rev J. L. 
Harvard College. An 
above will materially aid him in bis researches. 

H.C. 1701. 


1782, or was 


answer to any of the 


Curwen, George, born 21 May, 


it 1783? Whomand when did 


he marry? 


1701. Cotton, Rev. Theo., of Hampton 


Falls, married 16 Aug., 1711, Mary, widow of 


Dr. Gedney, of Salem. 


name ? 


What was her previ- 
ous What was Gedney’s christian 
name? 
What Gookin? 
R. His 
Day of ordination at Boxford, in 
I do not know how to ascertain but 


Giookin, of Cambridge. 
1705. 

name ? 

170? 


Rogers, Jolin mother’s 


Sible Y, Tespe cling the graduates of 


She is said to have been a daughter of 


by letters missive to some Salem chureh.— 


When and to whom married. 
1708. Robie, Thos. Dr. 
to Salem? In 1724? 
Mehitable, daughter of Major Stephen Sewall ? 

1712. 


pyhasset rocks, coming from England, as early 


When 


When did he marry 


did he ge 


Phillips, Samuel, cast away on Con- 


as 1727, and probably earlier. Is there any- 


thing more known about it or about him? 
Was he son of Goldsmith?» When born—pa- 
rents—wife—time of death, &e. ? 

1712. 


have been a Gloucester man, and died 1745 or 


Coit, John, of Bermudas’? may 
before. 

1712. Stanton, 
to whom married ? 

1712. Brown, Nath’l, of Salsiury, born? 
Married—date of death? Letters of adminis- 
tration taken out 7 Sept., 1747, by Nath’l 
Brown of Salisbury, son of Nath’l Brown.— 
Where and when born ? 

1712. Nutting, John. 


Was he register of deeds ? 


Birth—parents—wife—death ? 
When 


Rev. Robert. and 


” 


Wite 
If so, 


or Wives 
when, and 
how long? 

1718. Sewall, Mitchell, eldest son of Ste- 
phen. When 
His wives—1l, Mary Cabot? When 
2d, Elizabeth Price.— 
When married, June, 1743 ? 

1708. Rev. Mr. Fisk, 
dained. Was he, after his difficulties, installed 
over the Tabernacle Church ? 

1702. Fisk, John Rev., who 
tled at Killingly, Cr. Was he a of 
Wenham? If birth ? He 
would have been burn not far from 20 years 


His mother’s name ? was he 


b rn ? 
married, May 1729? 
he was or- 
If so, when ? 
was set- 
native 
BO, Parents? 
before graduation, and would be likely to have 
had a letter missive sent to Wenham church at 
his ordination. ‘ 

1709. Ward, Rev. Robert, of Wen- 
ham. There is doubt about the precise tune 
of his ordination. To whom and when mar- 
ried? 

1711. Rogers, John, son of Rev. John, 
of Ipswich, when born? 





